


GHANASHYAM REVEALS HIMSELF
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It was a warm day. Bhaktimata was sitting in a corner of the verandah,
catching the cool breeze. She sang gently as she cradled the baby
Ghanashyam, feeding him at her breast. Even the birds in the trees
seemed to be singing a lullaby to the little baby.

A s@arrow flew down from the tree, and stood in front of the mother
and child, chirping loudly. On hearing the sound, Ghanashyam stopped
his fegding, and turned to look at the bird. Suddenly the little bird flew




HAS GHANASHYAM DROWNED?

Ghanashyam was not only a great scholar of the religious books,
but he also excelled at sports. From early childhood, with his elder ,
brother and friends, he learnt the art of wrestling, and became pro
ficient at swimming. In those days, even swimming was dangerous, \
as the lakes and ponds could be inhabited with crocodiles. But this
didn’t deter Ghanashyam and his friends. ;

One hot day, Ghanashyam was swimming and frolicking with his. 4
friends in the Meensagar lake. The friends were having great fun,
jumping and splashing each other. Ghanashyam was immersed in
his own game, ducking under the water and holding his breath.
Under the water all was peaceful and quiet. There were no distrac-
tions. Ghanashyam gently let himself sink to the bottom of the lake,
then, sitting cross-legged, he began to meditate. As he focussed his ; %

mind, his bodily system slowed down completely, and he had no
need to take breath.
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= Up on the surface, Ghanashyam's friends looked round

‘ for him. He was no where to be seen. They began call-

ing out for him, but there was no reply. The looked on

the banks of the lake, but he was not there. They dived

under the water, but couldn’t see him. They were all in

a panic, He must have drowned, or been taken away by
_—a crocodile, they thought.

With fear written on their faces, the boys hastily
‘dressed and rushed to Ghanashyam’s house to tell his
—~rarents. Dharmadev, Bhaktimata and Rampratapbhai
gathered many of the village men and together they all
~ hurried to the lake to search for Ghanshyam.

As they all arrived at the lake, Ghanashyam stirred in
his meditation. He could hear the thoughts of his family,
~and feel their worry. Unfolding his legs, he rose up
Eﬂ through the water, broke through the surface, and stood
? - there on the water facing the crowd.




