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Forwora
Jay Shree Swaminarayan,

The Swaminarayan Sampraday (faith) is supported by its four pillars;
Mandir (Temple), Shastra (Holy Books), Acharya (Guru) and Santos
(Holy Saints & Devotees). The growth, strength and inter-
supportiveness of these four pillars are key to spreading of the
Swaminarayan Faith. Lord Shree Swaminarayan has acknowledged
these pillars and laid down the key responsibilities for each of the
pillars. He instructed his Nand-Santos to write Shastras which helped
the devotees to perform devotion (Bhakti), acquire true knowledge
(Gnan), practice righteous living (Dharma) and develop non-
attachment to every thing material except Supreme God, Lord Shree
Swaminarayan (Vairagya).

There are nine types of bhakti, of which, Lord Shree Swaminarayan
has singled out Kirtan Bhakti as one of the most important and
fundamental in our devotion to God. Lord Shree Swaminarayan has
said that ‘anyone who sings 100 Kirtan’s composed by Brahmanand
Swami with love and affection will receive darshan of His Devine
form’. In our modern day world, it can be seen quite evidently that
due to the busy life of an individual, Kirtan Bhakti can be seen to be
most appropriate, where it is possible to sing kirtan/bhajans in our
spare time, or on our way to and from work or school and also able
to dance to the tune of the Kirtan.

With the publication of ‘Kirtan Leelaarth Amrutdhaara’ we aim
to encourage today’s youths to be able to read and sing the Kirtan’s
written by Nand Santos, understand what they are singing and
thereby be able to perform Kirtan Bhakti from within their heart. For
each Kirtan, a story about how and why the poet sang the Kirtan has
been narrated before the Kirtan and the meaning conveyed from the
lyrics used by the poet has been explained after the Kirtan. Having
read the content, the reader will be able to understand the atmosphere
in which the Kirtan was sang and thereby be able to visualise this
when singing the Kirtan. Furthermore the reader should be able to
understand the meaning of the Kirtan being sang. We hope, with the
narration and explanation for each Kirtan, one will be able to sing the
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Kirtan with love and from within his heart, thereby be able to please
Lord Shree Swaminarayan.

The concept of writing this Kirtan Book was initially suggested by
the BYM Yuvika Mandal. With the initiatives taken by the Bal
Yuvak Mandal (BYM) Committee, and with the support and
encouragement received from the Temple’s Main Committee, this
project was taken on. With the passion, motivation and enthusiasm of
the whole of Bal Yuvak Mandal, this book was completed as
scheduled to coincide with the Temple’s BYM 10" Anniversary.

Various sources such as Kirtan books and leela’s were studied and
researched by numerous BYM members, along with the involvement
of Santos. Information collected was equally distributed amongst
each of the BYM Wednesday Sabha Groups to be translated. The
publication would not have been possible without the participation of
ALL Bal Yuvak Mandal Members and we would therefore like to
congratulate and thank them all for their efforts.

‘Kirtan Leelaarth Amrutdhaara’ also has extracts of Kirtans from
a Sanctified Hand-Written book by Barot Jethabhai Galabhai for
Sadhu Dharmananda, the Bhandari of Vadtal. It was completed on
the 9th day of the month of Bhadarva in VS 1950 (1894 AD).

We hope that by bringing “Kirtan Bhakti” to life with this
publication, the Swaminarayan Sampraday can grow from strength to
strength and encourage today’s youth to participate in our common
goal to reach the Divine Abode, which we call Akshardhaam.
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Every effort has been taken to ensure that the true story and meaning
of the Kirtan is conveyed through this book. But, we are after all
human and errors are bound to happen. We request you to ignore any
such content and printing errors.

We would like to take this opportunity to thank:

+» The Acharyas for providing us with the framework to pass
the message of Lord Shree Swaminarayan and for their
support and guidance provided.

¢ Special thanks to the Late Mahant Swami of Bhuj, Sadguru

Swami Hariswarupdasji for providing us with Dedicated

Yuvak Mandal Santos, which has helped us expand the

BYM activities and increase our members, and to the current

Mahant, Swami Dharmanandandasji, for the continuation of

this support.

Santos from Bhuj Mandir and from all over in India, for their

guidance and words of encouragement given to the youth.

» The Temple Committee for their support of BYM activities.

» The parents for bringing them to the temple and encouraging

them to take part in the BYM activities.
% And Most of all to the Bal Yuvak Mandal members for
participating and supporting the BYM activities.
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Following the popular publication of ‘Ghanshyam Bal Lila’,
‘Shikshapatri’ and ‘Hindu Funeral Rites’ in English, Shree Kutch
Satsang Swaminarayan Temple, Kenton Harrow proudly presents its
fourth publication ‘Kirtan Leelaarth Amrutdhaara’ which marks
another proud achievement by BYM in its ten years. We hope you
will benefit from the flow of Nectar in the form of Kirtans, Leelas
and their Aarths.

Editorial Team
Shree Kutch Satsang Swaminarayan Temple
Kenton Harrow



Santoz Bisgraphies

SADGURU MUKTANAND SWAMI
(‘Satsang ni Maa’)

Muktanand Swami was born in the
Samvat year 1814 to Anandraj and
Radhaben of Amreli. As a child he
was devoted to ‘Bal Mukund’ hence
his childhood name Mukunddas.

Mukunddas started learning
scriptures like the Geeta at a very
young age and had a natural talent
for music and poetry. He sang and
composed many kirtans, including the
first and most popular Aarti of our
Sampraday — ‘Jay Sadguru Swami...’

He was determined to spread the
pathway of religion and devotion to
God but his parents wanted him to get
married. Nevertheless his parents had their wish fulfilled and married
Mukunddas. However, Mukunddas found married life intolerable
and eventually, with the permission from his parents, left home to
start a new life.

He served several different saints on the way before he met
Ramanand Swami. Mukund Das felt total bliss in the presence of
Ramanand Swami and lost all his stress and desires for worldly
contacts. Mukund Das requested Ramanand Swami to take him as a
disciple. Ramanand Swami requested Mukunddas to obtaining
permission from his Guru. Mukund Das had to act as a nuisance and
mad man in order to get a written permission his Guru. Mukund Das
ordained Bhagwati Diksha in Vikram Samvat 1842 and was named
Muktanand. Muktanand Swami mastered the religious discourses in
Bhuj, thereafter he settled in Loj, where he first met Nilkanth Varni,
in the month of Shravan, Vikram Samvat 1856.
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Muktanand Swami acted as the guardian and always cared for
wellbeing of his fellow saints. Swaminarayan Bhagwan called him,
‘The mother of Satsang’ because of his motherly love, tolerance and
smooth interaction with others. His preaching and conversational
skills were brilliant at arguing the supremacy of Maharaj and
proved that the Swaminarayan sect was in accordance with the
ancient scriptures. He has composed various Kirtans and Aartis in
addition to seven scriptures of discourses in Sanskrit and a massive
twenty-three scriptures in Prakrit. He left for Dham in the VS 1886

SADGURU BRAHMANAND SWAMI
(Shreerangdas Swami/Kavi Raj)

Brahmanand Swami’s birth name was
Ladudanji and was born to
Shambhudanji Gadhvi and Laluba of
Khan Gaam, in the month of Jeth, VS
1828(1772 A.D).

When Laluba was pregnant with
Ladudanji, they were graced with a
visit from Ramanand Swami. When
Ramanand Swami was  giving
discoursed to the couple, a voice
emerged from within Laluba’s womb,
‘Oh Ramanand Swami! Tell us about
the glory and greatness of Lord
Purushottam’.  Ramanand  Swami
realised that there was a Mukta from
Akshardham in the womb of Laluba,
and said ‘Oh great soul! It is not me but it is you who has to sing the
glory of the greatness of Purushottam Narayan on this earth.’

Ladudanji was famous for his Poetic excellence right from his early
age. The king was so pleased with Ladudan that he thought of
spreading his poetic brilliance to other state. God inspired similar
thought in Ladudan's parent in their dream. Ladudanji went to Bhuj
to learn Pingal Shastra - the science of Prosody. On his way back, he
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learnt Sanskrit and music from Vipra Bhattacharya at Dhamadka and
received the blessing of Ramanand Swami.

Ladudanji came in contact with the Swaminarayan faith through the
Udhvapundra Tilak, which he saw on a goldsmith’s forehead. Under
the instruction from the King, he was sent to test the validity of Lord
Swaminarayan’s glory and greatness. The goldsmith had warned
him saying that he was like a doll made of salt venturing to float
across the ocean. On his way to Gadhada, doubt arose in Ladudan’s
mind 'What if, Swaminarayan is God?' He then said to himself, 'if so,
then he should fulfil my wishes.' He thus desired for four things:

a) 'Call me by my name and put the rose garland worn by

him, around my neck.'

b) 'He should identify me.'

¢) 'Show the sixteen divine signs on both his feet.'

d) 'He should be reading the Bhagwatwrapped in a black-

woollen cloth.'

On reaching Gadhda, all the above four desire were fulfilled.
Ladudan’s heart swelled with joy and verses flowed from his mouth.
He sang his first kirtan; ‘Aajni gadhi re dhanya’.

Mabharaj later initiated Ladudanji and named him Shreerangdas but
was later changes his name to Brahmanand. Brahmanand used his
charm of giving speech and singing kirtans to attract people and
convince them to take refuge in Lord Swaminarayan.

Brahmanand Swami was a great poet and composer, Maharaj
Himself said that ‘anyone who sings 100 Kirtan composed by
Brahmanand Swami with love and affection will receive darshan of
His Devine form’

Brahmanand Swami was also involved in the construction of the
great Temples of our Sampraday. Using this charm, he got agreement
for the land and construction of the first temple in Ahmedabad.
Mabharaj later asked him to build a small temple in Vadtal, but
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instead he decided to build it three times larger to please Maharaj. He
also built temple in Junagadh and then in Muli.

Brahmanand Swami was so attached to Lord that he could not bear a
moment without Him. Maharaj too was attached to Brahmanand
Swami. He knew that Brahmanand Swami’s love will not let Him
leave His human body. For this reason, Maharaj instructed
Brahmanand Swami to go to Vadtal before He departed His human
form.

Brahmanand Swami left for Akshardham on the day of Janmashtami,
Vikram Samvat 1882 (1832 AD) while chanting Maharaj’s name.

SADGURU DEVANAND SWAMI
(Abheydanand Swami)

Devanand Swami was named Devidan
at birth. His father was Jijibhai and his
mother’s name was Bahenjiba of
| Barol. He was born on Kartik Sud
Purnima Vikram Samvat 1859 (1803
% AD). Right from an early age, Jijibhai
| taught good sanskars to his son.
Devidan watched and accompanied his
father perform his morning worship to
Lord Shiva. Once, on instruction from
his father, who had gone out of town,
he performed worship and pleased

— Lord Shiva. Lord Shiva hinted to
Devidan that Lord Purshottam Narayan will come to his village.
Devidan was only five years old at the time. As Lord Shiva said,
Maharaj was on His way back from Jetalpur while passing through
the village of Barol. He was offered Thuli (wheat flake) and milk.
Maharaj rolled up His sleeves and started eating as the villagers
watched. Devidan stared at Maharaj, suddenly Maharaj started to lick
the milk off His elbow with His tongue. The villagers were stunned
to see this miracle. Suddenly Maharaj’s eye made contact with
Devidan’s eyes and shock-waves ran through Devidan’ body.
Devidan fell at Maharaj’s feet and asked if he could accompany
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Maharaj. With the consent of his parents, Maharaj took Devidan
along with Him, and entrusted him to the care of Brahmanand
Swami. Later on Maharaj initiated him and named Abheydanand
Swami, though he became known as Devanand Swami.

Under Brahmanand Swami’s care he learnt Pingal Shastra and music.
He attained the highest level within a short period of time. Soon he
started playing and composing his own kirtans and singing them. His
singing was very attractive; he had the ability to sing at different
tunes and had a sweet voice. His kirtans concentrated on
renunciation, reflection of the world in the correct perspective and
inspiration for people to follow the path of righteousness. He took
over the Mahant hood of Muli temple from Brahmanand Swami and
ensured that the activities of the temple flourished. He left this world
for Akshardham in Vikram Samvat 1910.

SADGURU NISHKULANAND SWAMI

(‘Vairagya ni murti’)

Nishkulanand Swami was born near
Jamnagar in Vikram Samvat 1822, as
Lalji Suthar. His father’s name was
Rambhai Suthar and mother’s name
was Amritba. From childhood it was
obvious that Lalji Suthar was a true
devotee. His parents married him off
at an early age hoping to tie him in the
life of housecholders. He accepted the
family business of carpentry and lived
a happy life. He became a father of
two sons; Madhavji and Kanji. He still
continued to pay attention to religion
and devotion for the glory of God.
Being a disciple of Ramanand Swami,
he had met and heard about the leela
of Nilkanth Varni.

During one of Maharaj’s journeys to Kutch, Lalji Suthar accepted to
become His guide. This is when Lalji Suthar experienced the true
spirituality of Maharaj and thus decided to forsake his married life
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and dedicate his life in the service of Maharaj. He got initiated as a
saint and was named Nishkulanand Swami. He was known as
‘Vairagya ni murti’ because of his strong character of non-
attachment. He clearly expressed this through the poetic kirtans he
composed. He possessed strong attachment to Lord Swaminarayan
and has expressed this particularly in the Bhaktachintami scripture.
He was also an excellent preacher of the Swaminarayan Sampraday.
He convinced his older son Madhavji to dedicate his life in the
service of Maharaj. Madhavji became a saint and was named
Govindanand Swami. Since Nishkulanand Swami had the skills of
art and craft aswell, Maharaj put Nishkulanand Swami in charge of
building a beautiful temple in Dholera. The dome-arches and the
frame work of the temple doors at Dholera are really beautiful! At
the age of 82, in Vikram Samvat 1904, Nishkulanand Swami left for
Akshardham.

SADGURU PREMAMAND SWAMI
(Nijabodhanand Swami/“Premsakhi)

Premanand Swami was born in
Vikram Samvat 1840, in the town
Dora Bharuch. Owing to slandering by
the villagers and risking the death of a
child, his mother had to abandon him
with a broken heart. Dosa Tai, who
was a Muslim, found him and raised
him. He learnt and mastered the art of
music in Vadodara. At the age of
eleven, he went to see the inauguration
of Lord Swaminarayan at Jetpur with
his foster father. He saw Maharaj
riding the horse and immediately ran
towards Maharaj and held the stirrup
of the horse while walking alongside
the horse till the end of the procession
at Unnad Khatchar’s Darbar. Since
then he remained at Maharaj’s service. Later on Maharaj sent him to
Ujjain to a school of Music where he gained excellence in singing
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and instrumental music. Maharaj initiated him and named him
Nijabhojdhanand Swami.

Once, Maharaj called Nijabhojdhanand Swami and asked him to
compose a hymn. Even though he did not study in this field, he stood
in front of Maharaj and observed His image minutely and started to
describe Maharaj’s body in a hymn form. However his own name did
not rhyme properly with the hymn so Maharaj renamed him as
Premanand Swami. This name reflects his love for Maharaj, hence is
also referred to as Premsakhi. Premanand Swami is known for his
poetic contribution to the Swaminarayan Sampraday. His kirtan
expressed strong love for Swaminarayan Bhagwan and described
Him as Pratakshya Purshottam (Almighty God Himself). Maharaj
and the devotees were completely engulfed by the songs composed
by Premanand Swami. He composed kirtans for all times, starting
from Prabhatya (morning kirtans) to the Chesta, which summarises
the life of Lord Swaminarayan. One of the famous kirtan’s he wrote
was ‘Aaj mare orade re...’. He left his physical body on the bright
half of the month of Magshar, Vikram Samvat 1911.

SADGURU BHUMANAND SWAMI

Bhumanand Swami was a sincere and devoted person. He was also a
great poet and composed many kirtans about Bhakti. He was
persuaded by a friend to go to Gadhada to find the Lord.

Before Bhumanand Swami became a saint, he was known as
Rupjibhai. He lived in Vadhvan. For many years Rupjibhai had
secretly wished to meet God, but that wish had not yet been fulfilled.
Once one of his friends, Dhanbhai, said “Rupji, everyone knows of
your devotion and your kirtans, but you know it is all worthless until
you find God.” Dhanbhai knew of Rupji’s secret desire and he
wanted to tease Rupji a little. “Do not misunderstand me Rupji but
you are wasting your time singing infront of that picture! Why don’t
you go see God Himself?” “Have you gone mad? Why do you say
such things?” replied Rupjibhai. “Well it is true, if you want to see
God then you have to go and meet Him yourself”. Rupjibhai
hesitated, “Oh you make it sound so simple, as if God is in the next
village!” Dhanbhai encouraged him further, “Very well, don’t listen
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to me. But I just thought that you may be interested in going to
Gadhada, you might find Him there.”

Rupjibhai liked the idea and came to Gadhada. Making his way
through the crowd, Rupjibhai tried to find his way to Dada Khachar’s
Darbar. Alone and tired, he wondered if the Lord was really going to
be present. Just then he saw the figure of Shreeji Maharaj on a horse.
Rupjibhai followed the procession to Laxmi Vadi, where Maharaj
called him and said, “Rupjibhai, how much longer will you hide in
your small corner? Come out and let people know your greatness.”
There on, Rupjibhai went on to become a saint and was ordained to
be named Bhumanand Swami.

The mere sight of the Lord in Gadhada inspired Bhumanand Swami
to write great kirtans, however, his verses always carried a tinge of
loneliness. From this incident we can only imagine how great the
beautiful Darshan of Shreeji Maharaj was, indeed it must have been a
true divine sight! Swami wrote the well known thaal that is sung
everyday, “Jamo thaal jivan jau vaari.”
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Kirtan Lealsarth Aerutdbaara

~ Pragatke gun hum gaave ~
Leela:

The almighty Lord has come to this earth Himself to instill purity in
the pre-established religion. The rising sun of the Swaminarayan
Sampradaya is shining in the hearts of all the devotees. To improve
on the Sanatan Vedic Dharma, Shreeji Maharaj is travelling far and
wide blessing all devotees and explaining His true form and might
with the help of leading saints like Muktanand Swami.

They were once returning from Sardhar village and reached the city
of Gondal. Upon hearing that Maharaj was coming to their city, the
king Hathhibhai with devotees like Dosabhai, Jethabhai, Raghavbhai,
Rudabhai and others went to welcome Maharaj and the saints, and
organised a great procession amidst pomp and celebration to escort
them to the city.

In the evening congregation, Shreeji Maharaj asked Muktanand
Swami to sing a kirtan and recite a story of divinity. Muktanand
Swami prepared his musical instruments and sang a kirtan. The
kirtan Swami sang was especially dedicated to the king since he had
his doubts about Maharaj. He could not believe that Maharaj was the
supreme Lord and had come in this era of Kaliyug. To clear his
doubts Swami sang this kirtan and explained to him the very
existence of Purshottam Maharaj amongst them all.
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Kirtan (Raag Kafi):

Pragat ke gun hum gaave, pragat darshaku paave,

Pragat vina je bhut bhavishya he, so supne mein na bhaave Pragat (1)
Jogi jangam tapsi sanyaasi, prokshahi moksh bataave,

Pragat prichh vina pachi haare, kakasa kuti udaave Pragat (2)
Pragat bhakti aru pragat prapti, pragat vina man naave,

Pragat moksha ka panth bataave, pragat bhaav oor laave  Pragat (3)
Pragat naval prabhu pragat premras, pragat so bharbhar paave,
Pragat pramaan praan jivan par, Das Mukund bal jaave = Pragat (4)

Arth:

Muktanand Swami explains to Hathhibhai, We only sing kirtans in
praise of the current form of Bhagwan and only do darshan of the
current Bhagwan and that’s the only way we receive the ultimate
happiness (bliss)”. (1)

“There have been incarnations in the past and there will be more
incarnations in future but we are getting unparalleled happiness from
this present incarnation which is Shreeji Maharaj. Although the form
currently on this earth might look too timid and has not displayed the
great actions of valour done by the prior ones, it is this one that
grants the ultimate salvation. We do not even dream of others apart
from the current form. The ascetics preach that singing kirtans of the
past incarnations is the only way to ultimate salvation but that is like
worshipping the invisible, something we have never seen”. (2)

“Worshipping the current form i.e. Shreeji Maharaj who is with us
and whom we can see is the only goal to salvation. It helps in
comfortably achieving all our aspirations of this world. Hence we
cannot set our mind on any previous incarnation. Getting to
understand that this present form is the Almighty Himself, and
appreciating the opportunity that we have received is no small
achievement and should not be taken for granted. Having the joy of
playing with the Almighty, offering Him our services, and having
His vision daily have not been available to sages and ascetics who
had done severe penance for thousands of years. After getting this
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bliss, would we need to look elsewhere? When we want to benefit
from anything we need to have it present with us for it to fulfil our
wishes. In similar manner, when we desire salvation, then the one to
grant that salvation must also be present. We have to associate
ourselves with that great name and our efforts gain credit. Otherwise
all our efforts are like many zeros without a leading figure of one, or
like a marriage procession without the groom, or like a cradle
without a baby. If the object of all prayer is the Lord Himself, then
those prayers are successful. Our present and future times are
blissfully improved. However, those who still cling on to previous
incarnations and do not recognise and appreciate the present form
will never receive the blessings of the Lord”. (3)

“Worldy happiness becomes less attractive by expressing the
happiness of the current avtar i.e Shreeji Maharaj. That is the
greatness of doing bhajans of Shreeji Mahara;j”. (4)

In his Haricharitramrut volume, Adharanand Swami comments that
Muktanand Swami has composed and recited about 15 songs
pertaining to the importance and glory of this present incarnation.

~ Mohan ne gamwaane ichho maan ni ~
Leela:

After Mukund Das became a saint, his sister Dhanbai wanted to meet
him. So she came from Amrapar to Gadhada and requested to Shreeji
Mabharaj that she wanted to meet her brother. Maharaj did not like it
but agreed and gave the order for Muktanand Swami to meet his
sister. Muktanand Swami obeyed all the commands of Maharaj and
this was not any different. But in accordance with the regulations of
sainthood, Swami knew he could not meet her directly and instead
sang a kirtan in front of Maharaj. Dhanbai heard this song and was so
happy and understood the greatness of Shreeji Maharaj that in the
end she decided to stay in Gadhada forever and took up sainthood to
become a sankhya yogi.
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Kirtan (Raag Garbi):

Mohan ne gamwaane ichho maan ni,

Tyaago sarve juthhi mann ni tek jo.
Pati vrataano dharma achal kari paadjo,

Hari charane rahejo abala thai chhek jo... Mohan (1)
Vari ek vaat kahu chhu adhik vivek ni,

Saambhar beni taara shukh ne kaaj jo.
Harijan sange rakho puran preetdi,

Tyaago mad matsar juthi kud laj jo... Mohan (2)
Sukh dayak tu jaane sundar shyaam ne,

Ati dukh daayak maan potanu jaanjo.
Muktanandno naath magan thayi sevjo,

Samji vichaari bolo amrut ven jo... Mohan (3)

Arth:

Swami says, “If you want to be liked by Maharaj, forget about what
your mind wants to do. Serve Maharaj as a wife would serve her
husband and stay at Maharaj’s feet (1)

“Understand another fact which I am going to tell you, it’s for your
own benefit. Love this Maharaj’s devotees, forgetting your personal
ego, selfishness, jealousy and the fear of the world.” (2)

“Maharaj and His devotees are the ones who give real pleasure.
Personal ego yields sadness.” Swami says, ‘“Praise the Lord, think
and say sweet words.” (3).

~ Mara Vahlaji su valap dise re ~
Leela:

Throughout the holy scriptures of the Sampraday and through the
lineage of senior saints, we are able to see that Mukund Das joined
the lineage of Ramamand Swami, taking up sainthood and became
Muktanand Swami. As time went on, he popularly became known as
“Satsang ni Maa” (mother of satsang) and is regarded as one of the
most humble servants of the Satsang. This great Muktanand Swami
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had the respectable trait of forgiving; he always wanted, thought of
and wished for the best for everyone.

However, one day within his own group of saints, a Hindustani saint
crossed the disciplinary boundaries. Muktanand Swami was
disheartened by this and had bad feelings towards him because of
what he had done and thought of getting rid of him from the group so
that he would not be a distraction to others. Is there any way to keep
something like this from the One who knows everything? Maharaj
thought about these feelings that Muktanand Swami had. “Even the
greatest of saints should not have any ill feeling towards those in the
company of Maharaj, even if they may have done something wrong.
It is possible to get rid of the bad character within him, but what is
the purpose of getting rid of him completely? Swami should try to
explain to the Hindustani saint a couple of times; if he still does not
listen, then Swami should get rid of him”.

After thinking about this, Sahajanand Swami ordered Muktanand
Swami to go to Dhrangdhra and join the “Ram-mahol” monastery
(though it was of a wayward sect) to study Sanskrit. Before
Muktanand Swami became a sant, he had already gone to ‘“Ram-
mahol” while in search of a guru. Because of his prior visit, he was
already aware of what was happening in the area. Those wayward
ascetics were not following the five vows (taking alcohol, eating
meat, theft, adultery and not to convert oneself or convert others).
How can the most senior saint of the Swaminarayan sampraday stay
in a place like that with sinful and lustful group of imposters?

However, the Almighty Lord must have some agenda behind sending
him there. Within 7 to 8 days Swami became bored, his time was not
passing well. Moments seemed like years and at every moment he
was remembering Maharaj’s saints. Muktanand Swami became sad
because he did not get the company of the other true saints and
devotees. He realized his mistake of thinking ill of the smaller saint
and appreciated the reason why Maharaj had sent him here.

Upon thinking what Maharaj said, Muktanand Swami composed a
song in his heart. He wrote it on a paper and sent it via a devotee to
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Maharaj in Gadhada. Maharaj became quite emotional after reading
the song and immediately sent a messenger to bring Muktanand
Swami back to Gadhada.

The message of this song was that we should let those with bad
thoughts say what they like; we should take it on board and be able
to let it go, all in the name of Lord Swaminarayan.
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Kirtan Raag Malaar):

Maara vaalaaji shu vaalap dishe re,

Teno sang shid tajiye, teh vina kene bhajiye re...
Sanmukh jaataa shanka na kije,

Mara bhaala tana meh varse re,
Hans jai harijan ne re madse,

Kaachi te kaya padshe re... Teno (1)
Shudi upar shayan karaave,

Toye sadhu na sange rahiye re,
Durijan loko dur bhaashan bole,

Tenu shukh dukh sarve sahiye re... Teno (2)
Amrut pe ati meethha mukh thi,

Hari na charitra sunaave re,
Brahma Bhav Sankaadik jeva,
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Jena darshan karvaane ave re.. Teno (3)
Narak kunda thi narsu laage,

Durijan nu mukh manma re,
Muktanand magan thai maage,

Vhala vaas dejo harijan ma re.. Teno (4)

Arth:

Swami in this kirtan is praying to Maharaj to give him the company
of other saints. The prayer comes as an advice as to why we should
think of leaving the company of saints and devotees who are very
dear to Maharaj. What good will we possibly get by leaving those
who worship the present residing Lord? (1)

We should never doubt the saints and devotees’ purpose even if they
talk to us harshly by telling us that we should be following certain
rules and not doing certain things. Even if we are told to give up our
life, we should still in those conditions choose to stay in the company
of the saints and devotees. We should have no fear of, or listen to the
atheists even though they talk bad about us. We should be able to
humbly listen to their harsh words but still stay in the company of
saints. (2)

These true saints teach us about Maharaj’s plays and act for our own
benefit. So great are these saints that even deities such as Brahma
and Sanak come for their darshan. (3)

It is worse to stay in the company of the evil minded, as this gives us
more pain than even being in hell. Swami prays to Maharaj to
constantly give him the company of saints and devotees. This way
we are going to be in an environment where Maharaj’s leelas are
being said and sung. That shortens the gap between us and Maharaj.
Eventually, we become very close to Maharaj such that He gives us
darshan and grants his kingdom. (4)
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~ Sahajanand Swami re, na pragatt aa same re ~
Leela:

Muktanand Swami came to Shreeji Maharaj in Gadhpur after visiting
Dhangdhra town, seeing with his own eyes the acts of ascetics of
different sects serving ignorance and hypocrisy. These ascetics were
enslaved by the five vices. Shree Hari asked Muktanand Swami to
explain in detail what he saw and experienced in Dhangdhra town.

Our satsang’s eight poets were so intellectually powerful that they
used to compose poems with classical music at any moment based on
Maharaj’s garment, words, occasions and even their self-experience.
As a way of explaining what he saw and experienced, Muktanand
Swami composed a four stanza kirtan explaining about the proper
and the rogue saints. He proved the value of the true saint to the
congregation.
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Kirtan (Raag Garbi):

Sahajanand Swami re, na pragatt aa same re.

Prani koi paamat nahi bhavpaar re,
Matiyaa ne paakhandi re, shabda ni zaadma re.

Baandhi baandhi bodat jeev apaar re.. Sahajanand (1)
Kaami, krodhi, lobhi re, guru thai besta re,

Jati, sati jadat nahi jagmaaya re:
Gnaan ne vairaagya re, bhakti zurine re,

Mari zari jaat na laadhat kyaay re... Sahajanand (2)
Karingaani fojyu re, karat atee jorne re,

Kari guru pandit ma pravesh re,
Maas ne madiraa re, partriya sang thi re,

Dharma no re rahat nahi lavlesh re... Sahajanand (3)
Vadhat vataad re, ghano aa sansar ma re,

Varna adhhare thayi ektaar re:
Sant ne asant ma re, koi samjat nahin re,

Bhavjal budat sau sansaar re... Sahajanand (4)
Narak na panth thi re, koi na nivaartaa re,

Koi na karat bhavsetu oodhar re:
Muktanand kahe chhe re, te toh dukh taaliya re,

Jaau ene vaarne vaaramvaar re... Sahajanand (5)

Arth:

Swami explains that if Sahajanand had not taken birth in kaliyug, no
one would have got salvation. Selfish and egotistic preceptors would
tie and drown human souls to hell with their deceitful words. (1)

“In the absence of Maharaj, lustful men, desirous people burning in
anger, stingy men having greed for male and female disciples or
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wealth would sit as spiritual teachers of the universe. Righteous
ascetics and pure caste women would not exist. Gnan, Vairagya and
Bhakti would have struggled to survive and would have miserably
died away without any chance of continuity”. (2)

“The power of evil groups would have increased and become
destructively alive. They would have interfered with spiritual and
learned teachers by forcing them to consumption of meat, alcohol
and arouse lust towards other women. Even a small portion of
righteous deeds would have not been left on this earth. All the
eighteen chastes would have ignored their respective specific rules
and become one. They would consider attaining salvation through
converting and making others to convert into one baseless religion.
Further, no one would have differentiated between saints and non-
saints, paving the path to hell.” That’s why Muktanand Swami is
saying that there was no one who could have salvaged souls from
being unrighteous. At that time, the Supreme Lord, Sahajanand
Swami kindly came to this earth on His own will and salvaged a
large number of souls by freeing them from worldly attachments. He
salvaged atheists, clarified the various differences between saint,
non-saint and greater saint. Muktanand Swami says he will always
be grateful to Sahajanand Swami. (3-5)

~ Jay Sadguru Swami ~
Leela:

This Aarti was done by Muktanand Swami in 1804 AD (VS 1860).
Ramanand Swami had a monastery in Loj in Gujarat and was
regarded as an incarnation of Lord Krishna by his followers. Though
he knew he was not so, he still acted this way so as to instil and
maintain faith in people about the existence of a supreme Bhagwan,
since the main reason for his coming to earth was to prepare the way
for the advent of the Lord by creating a religious atmosphere.

When Nilkanth Varni arrived in Loj, He sent a letter from Loj to
Ramanand Swami, who was then residing in Bhuj, requesting to have
his darshan. As Ramanand Swami opened the letter a bright flash of
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light emanated from it and illuminated the whole courtyard of
Sundarji Suthar. Ramanand Swami instantly realised the significance
of this miracle and told all present that he was only a drum beating
messenger (a dug-dugi no vagadnar) and the actual Supreme Lord
had now come to the earth. They should not consider him as the Lord
anymore. He sent out letters to all satsangis to make preparations to
meet the true Lord.

Later Ramanand Swami met Nilkanth Varni in Piplana and on
Prabodhini Ekadashi, initiated Him and gave Him two new names:
Narayan Muni and Sahajanand Swami. They stayed together for
exactly one year during which Sahajanand Swami did seva of
Ramanand Swami as a disciple. In Jetpur, Ramanand Swami
crowned Sahajanand Swami as his heir, giving control of the Gaadi
(diocese) to Sahajanand Swami and all the disciples accepted the
new leader. Eventually, Ramanand Swami went to Akshardham, and
Sahajanand Swami made due changes to the system in place.
Muktanand Swami, a senior to Sahajanand Swami by age and merit,
accepted all these beneficial changes.

Maharaj later started the concept of Samadhi (trance), allowing
everyone to go into Samadhi to have a vision of the whole cosmos,
the heavenly abodes of avtars, and even His own Akshardham. This
samadhi state was only possible for elite Yogis who had to go
through a long period of severe austerity to achieve this. Muktanand
Swami, at that time in Bhuj, was against this Samadhi-for-all and
met up with Maharaj in Meghpur near Piplana and strongly
expressed his dissatisfaction. Maharaj explained saying He was
rightfully doing it so all devotees could get to know His true status.
Maharaj eventually went onwards to Kalwani.

Muktanand Swami was now very confused as he had deep respect
for Maharaj but could not go against His wishes as he had to honour
the leadership. During the day he went to answer a call of nature in a
nearby khakhra nu van (woods). He truly missed Ramanand Swami
and his guidance and openly lamented his dilemma. Immediately, he
had a vision and Ramanand Swami appeared to him, and reminded
him of the blinding light flash incident in Bhuj where he had said he
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was only a messenger. He told Muktanand Swami that Sahajanand
Swami was the supreme Lord Almighty Himself, no other avtaar had
appeared like Him before and will never appear again. Sahajanand
Swami was the Lord of all avtars and was capably doing the Samadhi
prakran. Now Muktanand Swami had no more doubts as his Guru
had said the final words.

Muktanand Swami immediately left for Kalwani to meet Maharaj,
and fell to His feet and asked for forgiveness for his earlier doubts
and harsh words. He immediately performed an aarti with the words
that expressed his acceptance of submission to Maharaj as the
almighty. That aarti became the standard aarti sung in all
Swaminarayan mandirs.
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Aarti:

Jay sadguru Swami; prabhu jay sadguru Swami;
Sahajanand dayaalu (x 2), balavant bahunaami.. Prabhu (1)
Charan saroj tamaara, vandu kar jodi; prabhu vandu kar jodi;
Charane sheesh dharya thi (x 2), dukh naakhya todi.. Prabhu (2)
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Narayan Narbhraata, dwijkul tanu dhaari; prabhu dwijkul tanu dhaari;

Paamar patit uddhaarya (x 2), aganit nar-naari.. Prabhu (3)
Nitya nitya nautam leela, karta avinaashi; prabhu karta avinaashi;
Adsath tirath charane (x 2), koti Gaya Kaashi.. Prabhu (4)

Purushotam pragat-nu, je darshan karshe; prabhu je darshan karshe;
Kaal karam-thi chhooti (x 2), kutumb sahit tarashe.. Prabhu (5)
Aa avasar karuna-nidhi, karuna bahu kidhi; vhale karuna bahu kidhi;
Muktanand kahe mukti (x 2), sugam kari siddhi.. ~ Prabhu (6)

Arth:

O Lord, I salute you as you are the Lord, the master of all and the
one with the most pure knowledge. You are the kindest, giving all
souls the ultimate joy in an instant. You are the strongest and have
been referred to by various innumerable names in an attempt to
express your powers (1).

With folded hands, I bow down to Your lotus feet. By surrendering
myself to You and bowing to Your feet You have cut down all my
misery and liberated me from all my sins of this world (2).

O Lord, You have taken a twin form of Nar and Narayan, being born
of Dharma and Murti in a Brahmin family. Many confuse You to be
two separate entities, yet You are just one. Through this form You
have liberated the souls of an infinite number of poor, down-trodden,
wretched and even low castes, both male and female, amongst the
human beings (3).

You have always been performng new divine activities for the
benefit and rememberance of your followers. You are the
indestructible one. All the highly revered 68 holy pilgrimage places
and countless others like Gaya and Kashi reside in your lotus feet.
Those who do not understand this go to do pilgrimage at these places
yet they are all found in your feet and the pilgrimage of all can be
done together when one does your darshan (4).

You are the greatest of all the Avtaars ever before You are ever
present. Anyone who comes to have a holy vision of You will have
their 71 generations liberated from the clutches of Your destructible
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maya (illusion), kaal (time), death and from karma (the rule of
reward for deeds) (5).

Several Avtaars have come earlier and given joy to the followers
then, but this time round You, the most merciful, have shown utmost
mercy. Muktanand Swami says that You have made salvation to be
achievable very easily and by Your teachings have shown how to
achieve it (6)

~ Janam sudhaaryo re maro ~
Leela:

Sage Valmiki is regarded as the foremost sanskrit poet. Narsih Mehta
is regarded as the foremost Gujarati poet. In our Uddhav
Sampradaya (sect) Sadguru Muktanand Swami is regarded as the
foremost poet, who could compose and sing kirtans in praise of
Swaminarayan Bhagwan in any Indian language. His voice was
melodious and was very highly praised by Shree Hari.

Muktanand Swami was very strict in his observance of the rules that
were applied in the sampraday. He had great belief in religion and
would always side with it. Among his many attributes, he had moral
integrity, knowledge, non-attachment to worldly desires, devotion
and followed all the wishes of the Lord. These qualities enabled him
to compose kirtans straight away before others even had a chance to
think.

Muktanand Swami wrote this kirtan in the town of Kalvani. Prior to
this kirtan he had written 74 songs in which he used the name
Mukund Das (his name before joining Ramanand Swami’s
monastery).

Ramanand Swami initiated Nilkanth Varni in the town of Piplana
and gave Him two names, Sahajanand Swami and Narayan Muni.
After a year Ramanand Swami gave his throne to Sahajanand Swami
in the town of Jetpur and left for Akshardham. Shree Hari
commenced His programme of miracles and trance. Anyone who had
vision of Maharaj, heard His speech, heard the sound of His trinklets
went into deep trance.
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During this time Muktanand Swami was in Bhuj. He received the
news that Maharaj is doing all this. As soon as he got the news, he
left for Meghpur, a town near Piplana, where Shree Hari was
residing and had taken the devotees into deep meditation. Muktanand
Swami arrived and sternly told Shreeji Maharaj, “Not everyone can
go into trance, and you should not allow anybody and everybody to
do it”. But in the trance everyone saw Maharaj with His true powers
and realised how great Maharaj really is. Then everyone left for the
town of Kalvani.

After everyone arrived at the town of Kalvani. Muktanand Swami
was in the woods of Khakhra and Ramanand Swami appeared in a
divine vision and Muktanand Swami experienced peace in his heart.
Ramanand Swami said, “Listen Muktanand, listen! This Sahajanand
is the true God. I was just a small dugdugi no vagadar (drum) player.
Now the Lord Himself has arrived.” And after explaining this,
Ramanand Swami disappeared.

A small taunt is enough to activate the excited soul. Muktanand
Swami went into deep thought and realised that Maharaj was the
supreme Lord Himself. He came to the temple were Shreeji Maharaj
was residing. He sat Shreeji Maharaj on the throne and performed
His aarti ‘Jay Sadguru Swami’. After the aarti, he composed this
kirtan which was the first one that he sang directly to the Lord. Apart
from the aarti, this is the first kirtan where he is signing as
Muktanand Swami, the previous ones being signed as Mukund Das.
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Kirtan (Raag-Garbi):

Janam sudhaaryo re ho maaro,

Maliya natvar nand dulaaro Janam
Karuna ateeshe re ho kidhi,

Bhavjal budata baiy grahi lidhee Janam (1)
Muj par adhadak re ho dhhadiya,

Karuna kari gher bettha maliya Janam (2)
Mann dadhha kariyu re ho murari,

Have hu thai rahi jag thi nyaari Janam (3)
Anand oorma re ho bhaari,

Shir par gaajje Girivar dhaari Janam (4)

Nirbhe noubat re ho vaagi,
Kahe Muktanand brahmna bhaangi Janam (5)

Arth:

Swami is saying, “Having met the present Lord is the reason why
this birth has become so fruitful. I could not see Your real identity in
the human form and was sinking in the ocean of ignorance.
However, You showed mercy and held my hand.” (1).

“Today you have showered plenty of compassion upon me as I have
found You near me.” (2).

“In this illusionary world, You, Purna Purushotam, the Supreme
Lord have arrived and have freed me. There are many uncertain
religions, but I have become a part of a group of devotees that have
followed the correct path.” (3).

“This Lord has given so much happiness that my heart started to
sway in appreciation. Now only Sahajanand Swami resides in my
heart, body and mind.” (4).

The certainty of the Supreme Lord is like many drums being beaten
together. The deafening sound scares out factors like fear, danger,
terror, deception and uncertainty which resided in all people.
Muktanand Swami says, “Many other vices will be beaten and leave
like this.” (5).
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~ Aaj ni ghaddi re dhanya ~
Leela :

Before he became a saint, Brahmanand Swami was named Ladudan
in his childhood. He was born in a Ghadhvi (poet) community in
north Gujarat’s lush green and beautiful Maru District, on the slopes
of Mount Abu, in a village called Khaan. His father’s name was
Shambhudanji and his mother’s name was Laluba Devi. He was born
in the early morning of Vikram Samvat 1828 on the fifth day in the
bright half of the month of Maha. When he was in his mother’s
womb, he heard from Ramanand Swami about the greatness of God
and as a result he had made up his mind about his belief in God. In
his childhood he became an expert poet and mastered many
languages and also studied in a high school in Bhuj for twelve years.
He furthered his education and got qualifications in Arts and Poetry,
and was awarded the following titles:

- Rajya Kaviratna (Master poet in the entire Kingdom)
- Pingal Vidhyacharya (Master in the Pingal language)
- Shahastra Shatavdhani

- Maha Mahopadyay

- Mabha Shighra Kavishvar (Professor of Poetry)

- Dovli Tajeem Sardar (Master of Diplomacy)

- Sangeet Acharya (Master of Music)

- Chosath Kala Samraat (Master of Arts)

He had become so educated and knowledgeable that he got mastery
in the four types of energy, fourteen types of knowledge and sixty
four types of Arts.

Ladudanji used to sing in various kingdoms in the kings’ courts,
winning award after award; and was acknowledged for his talents
and became famous throughout the region. One day he came to
Bhavnagar to the palace of Maharaja Vajesinh and held a poetry
competition with the king’s poet. The atmosphere was full of various
musical notes and tunes. With his expertise, selection of heart
warming lyrics and knowledge in poetry, Ladudanji won the hearts
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and minds of everyone in the court. The King’s poet told Ladudanji
that he was defeated by the unique style and originality of
Ladudanji’s poetry and that it was impossible for him to even repeat
any of Ladudanji’s poems, let alone composing anything in his own
style to counter that. He acknowledged, “Ladudanji, you are a jewel
in the crown of all poets. You are a very special person as you are
born with God’s blessing. It is not you but it is Goddess Sarasvati
that is present here in front of me”.

King Vajesinh was so impressed by his poet’s praise for Ladudanji
that he ordered his jeweller, Nagdanbhai Soni, the goldsmith of
Rajula, to take the measurement of Ladudanji’s head to make a
golden crown (mugat) as a gift. The goldsmith came and bowed
down with respect to Ladudanji. Ladudanji saw a different type of
tilak on Nagdanbhai’s forehead and sarcastically asked, “The tilak on
your forehead does not belong to Shiv as it is not tripundra (three
horizontal lines) and it is not Ramchandra’s as his is only U shaped.
Yours is U shaped and has a Kumkum tilak; which newly sprung sect
does this tilak belong to?” Ladudanji had never before seen a tilak
and chandlo combination like this. Before the goldsmith could reply,
King Vajesinh interrupted, “Oh learned poet! A new sect has taken
birth in my kingdom. In Gadhada, near Bhavnagar, an individual
calling himself God has come and teaches for the benefit and the
well-being of the soul. He is able to get rid of evil sprits. Some say
he has magical powers. He enchants everyone into being his
followers and they start making this mark on their forehead. No one
knows who he is or where he is from. You are most knowledgeable
and intelligent. You are best placed to expose this individual. Please
meet him to find out.”

Nagdanbhai Soni proudly said, “This is Lord Swaminarayan that you
are trying to put to test. He is the highest form of all gods and has
taken a human form on earth. Whenever you see Him you can not
take your eyes off Him and you will go into deep meditation. I
believe Him to be God. The sect is called Swaminarayan Sect and
this tilak is from that Sect.”
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Ladudanji started thinking and asked, “I wonder what sort of God
has come now, what sort of person can rid evil sprits, put people in a
trance without any black magic and just by eating his prasad
(offerings) one’s soul can benefit? His devotees show a sign that they
are from that religion. What caste is he from? What region is he
from? What town is he from?” As Ladudanji had so many questions
in his mind, the King said, “Go and visit him personally to find out
the truth.” The goldsmith warned, “If a bag of salt goes to test the
sea; do you think it will return back without getting dissolved?”
Ladudanji asked the goldsmith if he would come with him to
Gadhada. The goldsmith agreed and they left for Gadhada after 3
days.

On the way questions started to arise in Ladudanji’s mind. Will this
meeting really be with God? Will I find out whether the whole issue
is as pure as gold or is mere plated tin?” After a long journey and all
the thoughts in his head they finally arrived in Gadhada.

Ladudanji told the goldsmith that if this person really is God then He
will have to show me special qualities to convince me that He is in
fact God. Nagdanji asked, “What sort of special qualities are you
talking about?”

Ladudanji said, “Firstly, as soon as we enter, the Bhagwad Katha
should be being read in the Sabha. Secondly, when we go to do
Darshan, this God should offer me a rare rose flower as it is out of
season. Thirdly, He should be able to tell me what I do in life and
know me by my name. Finally, I should be able to do Darshan of the
16 chins (signs) in His feet.”

The wise goldsmith replied, “Ladudanji, you are weighing faith
against intelligence. Alas, times have changed and human wants to
test God. But perhaps this is the will of God. Jay Shree
Swaminarayan.”

As soon as they reached there and saw Maharaj, one by one all four
of Ladudanji’s asked qualities were shown to him. Ladudanji was
mesmerised by the beauty of Maharaj that he fell to Maharaj’s feet
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