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Then they were eating rice. Shri Hari poured ghee in streaks on
to it. After that they had no more desire to relish anything else. 40

Where as, he finally gave sweetened milk for drinking, to
those of his attendants, who were meaningfully saying to each
other that a meal should end with buttermilk. Shri Hari knew what
they were hinting at. 41

So much was the milk poured by Shri Hari, that it flowed
along the ground after filling the glasses of His attendants. 42

Soma was sitting opposite Alark, and his (lips) became white
due to drinking of the milk, so Alark laughed at Him very much
though he himself was also drinking it. 43

When he was laughing aloud, his bowl dropped from his hand,
on the ground, Shri Hari, laughed and also made others who were
engaged in eating laugh with Him. 44

O you sinless, thus He fed the meals to the devotees in a very
delightful atmosphere. When He was assured that they were fully
satiated, He washed His hands. 45

Thinking that people who were desirous of touching His feet
will certainly topple on each other, Shri Hari, thought of leaving
that place. 46

Then Hari, loudly announced, O you people, please go back
to your lodgings immediately and come back tomorrow. 47

Shri Hari then addressed the cooks and the servers of food
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(and) asked them to eat well. 48

In this manner, Shri Hari, the wish full-filling tree for all the
devotees, took leave of everyone, saying, victory to Sacchidananda.
In the end, He came back to His pedestal with brisk steps, causing
His followers to run behind Him; and then Shri Hari ascended
His pedestal holding a cane in His hand with a smiling face, being
pleased because of observing His adherents eat well all the
Prasada. After eating and washing their mouths, all His attendants,
etc. started going to their respective places, happily looking
at Him again and again, from a distance with gratitude.
Meanwhile, Shri Hari, placing one hand on His waist, with
folded hands, looked affectionately at the hoards of the
devotees: men and women. 49-51

O King, while Shri Hari, who was also expert in Yoga, was
sitting in His elevated seat, a group of people from Bharuch, came
hurriedly up to Him. 52

They all bowed down before Him with devotion. On being
asked about the reason for arriving late, they told Him about the
break-down of their vehicle in the midst of the river Mahi. Then
they presented Him with the gifts they had brought along,
immediately left for their resort. Thereupon, Shri Hari inspected
the gifts they had offered in front of Him: golden bananas, guavas,
and sugarcane. Wondering whom to give these, He noticed the



Cha.50 Third Volume 405

FANTTSIAHRIY JeE-sTarad: | STaRH=s qadi aad a1 4 a1 f551 | 11 yo
T VeIl eJgeIEaeTe A gHICHT | T Uieh HiXCATH: To: W98 o T3 11 4¢
BRERIY TH=heal g4 far | daw: SR 4 A oa ad: 1l 4R
TI®HA ° e 9 TR fgelam: | w9 Weiarg UMY | q@ng T ol go
T < T e tE A sy G | Trwen weht et afatTary i g2
Tt i Frivegesfy wivifa: | Qo g 99 wieTeReenty = ufterd 11 &3
qAY ST YEEAfd a9 | GIdl 9 horell WEreTaoa: 1 €3
T e 99 TR aed d T | T WO IREATE S 1| &%

Brahmin Prayagajit, who used to read Purana, for Him, with his
loin-cloth fastened up. He also saw their Nachiketa and Mayarama,
his shoulders drooping with advanced age. 53-56

He asked them smilingly, you Brahmins, do you have a desire
to eat today or not? 57

To this, Prayagaji replied, we do feel hungry, but are tired on
account of the hardships suffered during the journey; so we shall
not cook anything today after merely drinking little water. 58-59

Thereupon, Shri Hari laughed and said, since you have to
observe fast tomorrow, better eat bananas, with ghee, and sugar
tonight in good measures.To Him, who had said so, the worthy
Brahmin replied smiling, Gracious Lord, May this desire of yours
be fulfilled right away. 60

Then Shri Hari gave many bananas and pure sugar to all, the
three of them. 61

He gave them bananas, and sweets, again and again, a though
they kept preventing Him with their hands and with the words, Oh,
not so much, so much. 62

Then Shri Hari, who loved Brahmins, asked someone to give
them a small pitcher full of milk as well as clarified butter weighing
almost three kilograms. 63

The three of them took all that was given by Shri Hari, and
went to their resorts, their shoulders bending with the load. 64



T gREaH AgE O AgHE: | TNE: TeeR |ih 99 aredn |l g4
TEd T WS HTHAaIoRT:; | Boer; Foark] Wi TehuRgw: I &8
o T ThAnTan=e | STy o " @ |l &9

ST TieTeaR@Tde g gFe A WA AW |

YHEAG qFAUTS R TS e TSI 11 ¢

@ fogrs oo afgen gammamiggda deread |

geaTfe watega sty asifed usfag e 11 &R

3fa sigaatssiia TGRS SHImeE gataqeaior garcasicies
WITTS TS STATT = A GUTTAT THTITAATSETT: 1l 4o I

There, the Brahmins ate the fruits gifted by Shri Hari,
appreciating their sweetness again and again. 65

Satisfied at last they stroked their full bulging, may we always
get fruits for meals! No trouble of any cooking! 66

After satisfying His devotees who had come there in this
manner, Shri Hari, desired to go and perform His evening routine
of religious duty. 67

Hence, on getting down from the pedestal, Shri Hari warded
off the public merely by a gesture of His hand; then He went to
His abode, along with five or six of His personal attendants. 68

Then He had His bath, and put on clean clothes, garments
following the rules of travel. Although being God Himself, He
performed the evening prayers as laid down in the Vedas, so that
His followers may follow the same practice. 69

Thus ends the fiftieth chapter entitled, ‘Narration of
description of the joy of dinner taken by the devotees and the
attendants,’ in the third prakaran of Satsangi Jivan, the life
story of Lord Narayan, also titled as Dharmashastra. (the
rules of the code of conduct). 50
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CHAPTER - 51

Description of Falahar-Leela of Shree Hari.

Suvrat said:-

In the city also, His devotees kept all the material ready, that
was worthy for Phalahara for Him. 1

A religious-minded Brahmin lady, named Ganga had kept
(Suran) and other vegetables ready to be cooked in ghee. 2

She prepared pancakes from the dried Shrungataka, dried dates
boiled in milk, spot-white Pendhas, and attractive Barfi also
prepared by her. 3

After preparing all this, she placed everything on a plate and
requested prominent devotees among the citizens to bring Shri
Hari for eating. 4

Thereupon, Jobanpagi and others went to Shri Hari and
requested Him to come to the city for meals. But He replied to
them, How can I come to the city which is so much crowded by
people? Therefore, bring some milk or food here itself. 5-6

Then a messenger, who was sent by them told the lady, Shri
Hari is not coming here, so take the food there. 7

Then, those obedient lady-devotees, headed by Manya, passed
on the message conveyed by the messenger, to Ganga. 8
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They told her that Shri Hari is not coming here, so do pack all
the eatables in the containers and come there yourself, we shall
walk ahead of you, leading the way. 9

Being conversant with strict observance of the norms of
religion, Ganga packed everything very carefully. For fear of
contamination by contact with the untouchables along the way,
she placed everything that was cooked in ghee or milk etc., in a
silver vessel, covered it with another plate, and tied them both up
with a jute cloth. Holding that in one hand, she carried in the other
a can with a pot filled with drinking water. 10 -11

Thereupon Ganga and other ladies carrying the containers with
food and drink for Shri Hari set off, avoiding the crowded and lon-
ger main road, they walked swiftly along another shorter route. 12

But when they were getting out of the city, those anxious ladies
found a great crowd of people even here. 13

They had just turned a little backwards, from that place to
avoid contact of the crowd, when, brave royal soldiers, deputed
with Hari by the ruler of Angada region along the way, quickly
came forward, holding canes in their hands and shouting to the
crowds: move aside, make way. 14-15

While the path was being cleared thus by the infantry, walking
in front, with their hands raised, ladies, hundred in number, moved
on; and could see Shri Hari from a distance. 16
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He too, spotted them from afar, along with soldiers wielding

canes, in the southern direction. Realizing that food had been
brought for Him, He began to smile. 17

Suvrata continued: O king, those female devotees went up to
Shri Hari, bowed before Him and then stood at a distance. 18

Having performed His evening ritual, sprinkled black-salt on
the bulbus roots: yam etc. and offered it to Lord Krishna, he
himself sat down to eat too, for the satisfaction of His devotees
with His face towards the east. 19

Wearing a yellow lower garment and a white forehead-mark
(tilaka) he had wrapped his silken upper garment around His left
shoulder. In order to please Ganga, His special cook of that
evening, He, the all pervasive Lord, first touched slightly the yam
etc. and asked Ganga its name, like an ignorant child, before eating
it and sipped water after every morsel, looking at all those around.
His devotees, men and women, wore smiles on their faces, while
watching Him, from a far. But Shri Hari merely touched the sweet
preparations with His finger indicating acceptance of the same.
And He, the leader of saintly men ate, just a little of other items,
for pleasing all devotees. 20

Then He said, I am full now. He caused the container with the
remaining food to be given away to His attendants. He took gargling
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water in His mouth. 21-22

Thereafter, He washed His hands and face and went to His
bedroom. Then all the devotees who had been watching Him, left
for their individual respective resorts. 23

Shri Hari lay down just for a moment. Then He got up and orde-
red the attendant to bring His horse. The latter did so quickly. 24

Shri Hari, being the bestower of all the desired objects to
His devotees, wished to visit all the lodgings (where the people
were staying). So He mounted the horse with limited escorts. 25

All the people have come here for my sake from far off places.
So they should not suffer from any difficulty, in any resort.
Thinking thus in mind He went towards those places. 26

Then He separately visited the lodgings of all the people,
asked about their comfort and procured for them whatever they
lacked. 27

O King, being saluted by all people and praised out of
astonishment for His personal concern, He returned to His resort
and went to sleep happily. 28

Praising repeatedly the unconditional sincere devotion of
people from the city of Vruttalaya region, before the dedicated
celibates sitting near Him. Shri Hari slept for a while, i.e. allowed
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sleep to abide a bit in the corner of His eyes. 29

Thus ends the fifty-first chapter entitled, ‘Narration
of description of the Phalahara ceremony of Shri Hari,’
in the third prakaran of Satsangi Jivan, the life story of
Lord Narayan, also titled as Dharmashastra. (the rules of
the code of conduct). 51

CHAPTER - 52

Shree Hari performed Mahapooja of Bhagwan Shree
Krishna through Brahmins on the pious day of Ekadashi.

Suvrat continued to narrate:- O King, after that going to
bed, Shri Hari woke up early, when the last part of the night began,
upon hearing the continuation of the sweet auspicious morning-
prayers, being sung by the expert bards. 1

On the bed itself, He sat firmly in lotus posture, i.e.
Padmasana; and contemplated with concentrated mind on Himself,
i.e. His own pure transcendental and intransient, divine form,
called Purushottama, the Highest Person. 2

Then He went through the evacuation process, and soon took

His bath, with very pure water fetched the devotees. After that,
He put on clean white lower and upper garments. 3
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He sat on an excellent seat made of Kusha grass and put a
vertical tilaka mark on His own forehead. Then, He, the preceptor
of the whole world, performed the entire obligatory morning
ritual. 4

Then on that day, He performed that great elaborate worship
of Lord Shri Krishna, which he always performs on all Ekadashi
days. 5

There for that worship, Brahmins possessing characteristics
laid down in the scriptures, and expert in the procedure of
worship. 6

The Brahmins knew that this act of Shri Hari was for
establishing the rules of religion. Therefore, they directed Him
to perform that worship. 7

First of all, they designed a Sarvatobhadra Mandala-diagram,
on the floor, which looked beautiful on account of diverse colours.
In the centre they placed a golden pot with five auspicious leaves
of Ashoka tree, wrapped outside with a fine cloth. Upon that pot,
in an auspicious plate decorated with a beautiful cloth spread on
it, they established with great respect, an attractive gold-idol of
Shri Krishna, after consecrating it, with enlivening rites and
prayers. 8-10

After that, the expert Brahmins established His other ancillary
deities and those attendant divinities that wait upon them in
respective directions as per the rites laid down in the ritual
manuals. 11
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Those Brahmins brought all the material required for worship
near them and performed the worship according to Vedic and
Tantrik mantras. 12

While the sage Narayan was performing this worship for the
establishment of Dharma, happiness prevailed on the earth. 13

At that point of time thousands of devoted men and women,
gathered there from diverse direction. Various musical instruments
like Vina, flute, drums, conches, Dundubhis were played upon
repeatedly. People sang several auspicious songs while
enthusiastic Brahmins chanted aloud the Vedic prayers, with
proper accent. 14-16

Shri Hari performed the worship of the Lord Shri Krishna,
including all the sixteen service couses, viz. invocation etc. in
proper sequence as directed by the Brahmins. 17

Shri Hari bathed the idol of Shri Krishna with Panchamruta
consisting of milk, etc. and finally with water, along with chanting
of prayers known as Maha-purusha-vidya. 18

He worshipped Him by offering beautiful garlands of
flowers, fragrant paste of sandal-wood, precious garments and
ornaments. 19

Then, Shri Hari, offered to the Lord, Dashanga-dhoopa, a
special type of fragrant lob of incense and hundreds of lamps;
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after that he offered various types of very attractive food
offerings. 20

He also offered water in-between and after the meals along
with beetle-nut and Tambula leaf. Then He waved the lamp before
the Lord. 21

Shri Hari then offered a handful of flowers with devotion,
respectfully bowed down in prostration, prayed to Him sincerely
and then concluded the worship. 22

Having completed the worship in a proper manner, as per ritual,
He offered daily alms and then honoured all the Brahmins that
had gathered there. 23

O King, Shri Hari, famous for His generosity, gave away
various types of clothes and ornaments, gold, hundreds of silver
coins, sesame seeds, and one hundred cows. Thereupon He came
out of His abode, and ascended a high pedestal, to give Darshana
to all people who had gathered there. 24 - 25

Thus ends the fifty-second chapter entitled, ‘Narration
of description of the grand worship of Lord Shri Krishna by
Shri Hari,” in the third prakaran of Satsangi Jivan, the life
story of Lord Narayan, also titled as Dharmashastra. (the
rules of the code of conduct). 52
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CHAPTER - 53

Grand Sabha organized in the pious company of Bhagwan
Shree Hari, performance of singing-art by singers and
pooja of Bhagwan Shree Hari performed by devotees of

Gujarat.

Suvrat said:-

Thereupon there arose, from the crowds everywhere a single
sound, Be Victorious, Be victorious. People bowed down before
Him by prostrating themselves first and then had a glimpse at
His face. 1

He just appeared before them for some time, and then told
them to sit down by a particular gesture by His hand. 2

All the people, ladies, all the sages, who were looking at the
face of God sat down according to their convenience. 3

O king, the sages who were much advanced in penance and
knowledge, sat in front of Shri Hari, and other sages sat behind.
Lakhs of householders sat around them, in semi-circular shape,
on the left side in front of Hari. Among them too, old people,
then youngsters and lastly, children sat in proper discipline.
Groups of ladies sat before Shri Hari in semi-circle shape on the
right side separately, not touching any males. Even all these ladies
observed the proper decorum, i.e. old women were allowed to sit



TR T A AT wAw: | e WHYeny g 1 ¢
BYEET qATH SRYSHfaAm | g yHiead scateria gueed |l <}
iy s weiwifel areaEe | TEyaEsRE e e 1 g
gH<HE Ty fYvorsae MR | G SEEaEuiearent s 1l 28
forafaen gegiy FIEAaTaeei | Fesied W FHedl M= 1 2R
e A MY TEHERH: | UTEFEe SesEre, | TR 1 Q3
Al G T AEIE: | A MEAEgd el a2y
GeSTarETfeaTE = EISe SICshateT | MRz YTFg I a1l 8y
STH 1 A AT | AS&ars gyl Yeid 9 a9 1l &

in the front, then young ladies, and finally those in adolescence
were standing. Shri Hari’s attendants stood (behind Him) on both
the sides (i.e. left and right). 4 - 8

They planned a straight path, one bow-length, between men
and women, for access of worshippers of Hari. Then, both
Rampratap and Iccharam, who were respected by sages and all the
other people sat in front of Shri Hari. 9-10

Thus when all the people sat down comfortably, the sages,
expert in singing got ready with their Vina and other instruments:
Vipanchika, drums, clubs, and other musical instruments were kept
ready and they started singing sweet melodies. 11-12

While they were singing, Shri Hari, capable of looking
anywhere, glanced for a while at those singers, who had come
there from various regions and were ready with their musical
instruments. 13

Shri Hari asked the sages to stop singing and motivated other
singers. He appreciated their skill in music and honoured them. 14

Seeing the instrumentalists with their instruments like Tasa
etc., well, he stopped the singers by the gesture of His hand,
encouraged the band of instrument players for a short time. 15

As they were very much eager, to show their skill, they played
their instruments whole-heartedly. Having seen their skill, He
Himself praised them. 16
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He was very much satisfied with their performance. He got

up and offered them clothes. At that time, He saw that the whole
ground was full of crowd. 17

He saw that some people holding the material for worship
and gifts in their hands were much eager to worship Him. 18

The kind hearted Shri Hari who loved His devotees, appeared
before them to fulfill their wish and spoke in a voice resembling
a thundering cloud, O you people, those who come from one and
the same village (town) should gather together and come here in
groups, one by one. 19 - 20

No body should worship very slowly. Unnecessary delay, in
worshipping should be avoided. When one group goes away after
finishing His worship, another group should proceed one by one. 21

Suvrat Said:-

O Lord, we shall do accordingly. Thus they followed His order
and worshipped Shri Hari. 22

Among them, first came the residents from Gujarat, who were
physically feeble making great noise. 23

They offered resplendent clothes to Shri hari collectively and
then worshipped Him with sandal-paste and garlands of flowers. 24

They offered a variety of gold ornaments studded with gems
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and placed various gifts before Him. 25

As they were making much noise, Shri Hari, put His index
finger on the tip of His nose, to stop them and sent them off as
soon as they were through with the worship. 26

They had made heaps of Pendhas and sugar biscuit (Battasa).
Heaps of various fruits were appeared like mountains. 27

The ladies from that region who loved Him excessively with
flowers and fruits in their hands, finished His worship quickly
and left that place. 28

Shri Hari, who was loved by those noble people, although
indifferent to gifts etc. accepted ornaments gracefully, just for
the satisfaction of His devotees. 29

A tailor named Niharchand, who had engaged himself in the
service of Shri Hari, quickly altered the loose garments brought
by devotees as per His measurements, and made them fit for His
wear and got Him to adorn them. 30

Thus ends the fifty-third chapter entitled, ‘Narration of
description of the worship of Shri Hari by the devotees of
Gujarat at the time of the Festival of swing,’” in the third
prakaran of Satsangi Jivan, the life story of Lord Narayan,
also titled as Dharmashastra. (the rules of the code of
conduct). 53
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CHAPTER - 54

Devotees of North and East regions perform Pooja of
Shree Hari.
Suvrat said:-

O King, then the people from eastern and northern regions of
India, who were very energetic, well -built, had long eyes and strong
arms came before Hari. 1

They gifted costly clothes, garlands of their favorite flowers
and thousands of pearl necklace to Hari. 2

Then, thus, their women folk, holding vessels with filled sugar
and other material in their hands worshipped Shri Hari. 3

After offering gifts to Him when they were leaving that place,
Shri Hari took off the garlands from his neck and gave them back
with love. 4

Heaps of various kinds of fruits and sweets, lying before Shri
Hari, looked like high mountains. 5

Pooja by devotees of South region.

Then the residents of South India, wearing round turbans and
there ladies with saris, tied up in a peculiar way and hence, swift
in movements, arrived there. 6

They worshipped Shri Hari in proper manner with sixteen
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service courses. Shri Hari was fully satisfied on seeing their
worshipping skills. They dressed him in white, yellow and red
coloured clothes and bedecked with costly ornaments in proper
places. They put gold chains on Hari’s wrists, rings studded with
precious stones on his fingers, gold armlets on his upper-arms
and pearl strings around his neck, a divine crown, as lustrous as
the sun on his head, earrings glistening with rows of diamonds on
His ears. They also tied a strand of pearls around His forehead. 7-11

They made Him wear a girdle studded with precious stones
around His waist and anklets on his feet etc. Then put forth many
gifts before him. 12

They offered Him various types of eatables, thousands of
bananas, fresh grapes fruits and sugarcane. 13

They waved lighted lamps before Him, accompanied with
songs and music, offered a handful of flowers, bowed down before
Him and then move aside. 14

Shri Hari gladly gave them some fruits as a token of His grace.
He also distributed heaps of flowers to the sages. 15

Shri Hari then suddenly stood up on the pedestal. O, Be
victorious, Be victorious, these words spread all over the three
worlds. 16

His face like the orb of full moon was shining due to His
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crown that competed with the lustre of the sun. His body-limbs
looked lovely due to being decorated with various ornaments. He
has put both his hands on his waist, put on floral strings of pearls,
right from His neck upto His feet, in proper sequence. Thus
attracting the hearts of His devotees, He looked at, all His
adherents around. 17

Pooja by devotees of West region.

Meanwhile, Shri Hari’s ardent devotees, from the western
regions, who had covered their heads with thick turbans, came
around. They included Brahmins imbued with all the twelve virtues
enumerated by Sanatsujat. 18

Then the members of the warrior race, who were very firm in
their resolve, and expert in the skill of archery, as well as missiles,
worshipped Shri Hari. There upon Shri Hari sat down and
acccepted their worship. 19

Though ignorant of the proper procedure of the worship, still
they were trying to perform it correctly. Seeing this, Shri Hari,
laughed repeatedly and made other sages laugh too. 20

Thus having worshipped Shri Hari they offered him clothes,

ornaments, as well as various types of gifts. They bowed down
before Him and went away. 21

Thus thousands of ladies, who had come from the same region
went up towards Shri Hari, and greeting Him with sweet words,
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pleased Shri Hari, too. 22

Those ladies were slim-bodied due to the observance of
penance and vows were also adept in hospitality, towards the
devotees of Shri Hari; and had full control over their senses. 23

The came there, carrying attractive and decorative vessels full
of fresh as well as dried dates, betel nuts and coconuts in their
hands, and worshipped Shri Hari. 24

Some of them had brought with them containers filled with
sugar, or sweets like (Batasa), etc. Some brought large plates filled
with silver coins, and worshipped Him. All of them came forward
(one by one) and placed their gifts before Him. 25 - 26

Thus all those people worshipped Shri Hari, with deep devotion
and offerings as per their individual capacity. 27

Since He was attainable by one’s ardent emotions of devotion,
He accepted everything, even leaves, flowers or fruits offered by
poor persons. 28

Whether they are rulers or of very low social stratus, whether
they are rich or poor, all are equal to Him, as He loves His devotees
basically by their degree of devotion. 29

Whether it be a single leaf, or a flower, or a fruit, mere water,
or just a song of praise or Durva grass etc. whatever the devotees
offer with love, God accepts it with love and feels satisfied with
that. 30
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Then knowing that the sages too, were also eager to worship
Him, He permitted them to do so and fulfil their desire. 31

Those sages, having penance as their wealth, worshipped the
Shri Hari, with whatever material was available to them, leaf,
flower, fruit and other things, and bowed down before Him. 32

In this manner, Shri Hari, who had become a wish-yeilding
tree for His devotees, who were associated with good people only,
fulfilled all their desires. 33

At the end of the session, there were mounds of ornaments
and heaps of fine clothes, flowers and other gifts collected around
Shri Hari. 34.

Seated on a golden pedestal in the midst of those mounds,
Shri Hari shone like a full moon, on the Meru mountain amidst
the peaks of the Kesara mountain range. 35

Then, that Lord of the world, immediately distributed the
clothes and the costly ornaments amongst the Brahmins. 36

He gave away profuse wealth to other mendicants, especially
to poor and needy family heads. 37

Like the black clouds pouring down water, Shri Hari pleasingly
showered lot of things even on the well-to-do house holders. 38

He thus amazed everyone, by performing a superhuman deed,
feeling no conceit at giving away everything in a moment. 39
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O King, that noble minded generous Shri Hari, whose wealth
in form of generosity was thus shinning and was determined to
give away all his wealth, found everything worth giving up except
the pair of clothes He had put on. 40

Thus ends the fifty fourth chapter entitled, ‘Narration of
description of Vruttalaya festival and worship performed by
devotees,” in the third prakaran of Satsangi Jivan, the life
story of Lord Narayan, also titled as Dharmashastra. (the
rules of the code of conduct). 54

CHAPTER - 55

Leela of Sandhya-ritual of Sayamkaal of Bhagwan Shree Hari.
Suvrat said:-
On that eleventh day, i.e. Ekadashi day of the month of

Phalguna, all the people had observed fast. Shri Hari Himself too
did so, for the maintenance of the discipline. 1

O King, on that day, festival of worship had commenced from
the very first astronomical period called Nagadeva and ended on
the period of the day called Aryama. 2

At the fifteenth period of the day, called Bhagya, Shri Hari



Cha.55 Third Volume 425

WadueE 98 guRia o feem | e sk s 9d aeEan oy
ST fag qed wnfel e | qETEAeT EeEtaa s 6 1 Y
Tl Y A A O | fREfEfg g diem e e g
Feall TS qof 3 =Ty [fgs: | Friges wefy Feree aefadd i1 v
arered =g ey vTaTtae= fase fefagy weafata faar |
Fafremgerifaafaaurseisi  decagaRuet sfugts wew 1 ¢
s feue: weuftan fAsivwEgruvEge Twfes-eaue faera |
ARTAUTE = Fesfae: O Sea&asafd aftaas efts susar 1 3

ordered all the Brahmins to go for the evening rites of performing
the twilight prayer. 3

All the Brahmins, although cherished His company more than
anything else, they now realized that observance of one’s own
ritual duty was dearest to Shri Hari. So they went to the bank of a
pond for performing the same. 4

Meanwhile, He Himself got down from His high raised
pedestal and entered His encampment, so that the assembled public
may have some respite for a while. 5

Thereupon, those sages went to their respective abodes, took
rest for a while, drank some water and soon returned to the place
of the assembly. 6

Having finished their evening rites those Brahmins too,
quickly came back to that place and took their seats as per their
due position. 7

Meanwhile, Shri Hari, remover of the difficulties of His
humble devotees, took rest for a while, and performed His evening
rites. With His upper garment waving, on account of His natural
speed, causing His attendants run after Him mounted His pedestal
once again. 8

He stood up there, looked at the hoards of his devotees around
him, fastened his lower garment, and the waist-band, clapping with
His both hands, began reciting aloud the thousand names of
Narayan. 9
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Then all the men and women, and sages too, uttered the names
of Hari and clapped by their hands. 10

At that time, the noise of lakhs of clapping got mixed with
the Shri Hari’s recital of the names of Narayan spread over all the
three worlds. 11.

Due to the raised and waving petal-like hands of the people, it
appeared as though, the earth was bedecked with full-blown ground
lotuses shaking with the blowing wind. 12.

Due to the craftiness of His hands, no one was able to notice
when Shri Hari’s two palms came together or parted. 13.

There were lamps in thousands, all around. Due to the
light of those lamps, and the moon-light, the night appeared
like daytime. 14.

At that time, two barbers named Vithaldas and Krishnadas,
each holding a lamp of Ghee in their hands, raising them (upwards)
stood (behind) Shri Hari. 15.

While, those sages and people bowed before Him, at the end
of that recital, He quickly took his seat and saluted (concentrating)
on His own self residing within all beings. 16.

Those sages astonished on noticing His quickness in sitting,
saluted their Lord and started praising Him. 17.
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The Stuti of 108 names by the saints.

O Hari, salute to You, O Govinda! Narayana! Vasudeva! Shri
Krishna! Sankarshana! Padmanabha! Nar! Aniruddheshvara!
Lokanatha! Mukundadya! O Anandakanda! Accyuta! Sundaranga!
Dayanidhi! Madhava! Mangalatman! Vishnu! Rishikesha!
Paravaresha! Pradyumna! Padmanabha! I bow down to You. 18-19.

Vishuddhamurti! Madhusudana! Damodara! Shridhara!
Sarveshvara! Brahmanya! Devakshara! Punyakama! Prabhu! Vibhu!
Natha! I bow down to You. 20.

O Vaikuntha! Sattyottama! Sattva! Bhuman! Hiranyagarbha!
Trikakutkalesha! Vishvottamashloka! Vidhi! Maharshi! Pranesha!
Vishveshwara! I bow Down to you. 21.

O Vrushakapi! Keshava! Dharma! Shuchishrava! Bhutapati!
Paramatman! Punyanga! Yajneshtada! Punyakirti! Sudhi!
Purushottama! I bow down to You. 22.

O Adhokshaja! Shrikar! Kanjanetra! Vedaika-vid! Veda-krit!
Avyayatman! Avyakta! Sanchitpara! Saukhya! Hetu! Ananda!
Vidyadhipati! I bow down to You. 23.

Jneyadideva! Priyabhakta! Pujya! Preyashtha! Prajesha!
Amaravarya! Sarvabrahmagunagamya! Sadarchaniya!
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Pramanahinadhipati! I bow down to You. 24.

O!Swami! Mahesha!, Amaladhama!, Deval!,
Jnanaprada!,Agochara!, Sadguna!, Apta!, Sahasramurti! Purusha!,
Aptakama!, Prakashaka!, Akashavapu!, I bow down to You. 25.

O Swatantra! Mayadhipa! Sarvashakti! Be always pleased with
us and protect us. You alone are the shelter to all. I bow down to
You again and again O Lord! 26.

Worship followed by The Stuti.

Then all the devotees with folded hands and eyes fixed on His
face, prayed to Him very humbly. 27.

O Shri Hari! You, who are so fond of Your devotees, Your
names are such mighty removers of all the sins as well as of heaps
of sorrow. May they keep recurring in our mouth (speech), at all
times. Be it while yawning, sneezing, stumbling, toppling down,
falling sick, fainting, becoming helpless; and even while dying,
being on the verge of death. 28.

O Lord, let our mind (attention) not divert from Your holy
pair of feet towards worldly things like our body, home and wealth.
Please do fulfil this request of ours and shower grace upon us. 29.

Having made this plea, all the devotees sat down in their
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respective seats, bow down to Him once again with their minds
fixed on Him. 30.

After all of them had taken their seats, Shri Hari, wishing to say
something, made everybody alert with the sign of His hand. 31.

When all of them sat with their eyes concentrating on His
own face, He started saying as follows, in a deep voice like that
of a rumbling cloud. 32.

Directions to perform Jagran.

Sage Narayan muni said, O My devotees, all of you, O men
and women, listen attentively to my words. This our vow will be
fruitful only if we are wakeful all throughout the night. So now,
we should keep ourself awake by praising the virtues of Lord Shri
Krishna. 33-34

Having said so, He got Muktanand and others got to sing many
Sanskrit and Prakrit songs (in praise) of God. 35

Attracting the entire mob of His devotees, He clapped aloud
and made others clap too. He also sang along with them. 36

O King, that senior most sage gave pleasure to His devotees.
In this manner, while keeping them awake, He finally heard the
long cuckooing note of a cock in the last part of the night. 37
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There upon, he permitted all the sages and other people to go
and perform other daily rites. After being saluted by them all, He
Himself, performed His six fold daily rites. 38

Thus ends the fifty fifth chapter entitled, ‘Narration of
description of the evening rites,” in the third prakaran of
Satsangi Jivan, the life story of Lord Narayan, also titled as
Dharmashastra. (the rules of the code of conduct). 55

CHAPTER - 56
Shree Hari acceded to the request of accepting meals once
every day at the residence of both the brothers.
Suvrat said:-
O King, the Lord of the earth, then he performed the

concluding worship as per the ritual; and gifted the golden idol of
the Lord Shri Krishna to the doyen amongst the Brahmins. 1.

He fed hundreds and thousands of Brahmins with their
favourite food, rich in ghee and sugar, fit for both chewing and
masticating. 2

After feeding properly the sages and other attendants, as
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before, Hari began to cook for Himself in His Resort. 3.

At that time, O King, Ramprasada and Iccharama,
accompanied by their wives, came there and bowing down,
requested Him frequently, up to this time, You cooked Your own
food as no Brahmin cook of Your caste was available and it was
really worthy of you, since You are very religious. 4-5.

Now onwards, all of us have taken resort with and shall live
with you along with our family for all our life time. 6.

So, You should eat the food prepared by us. We will be grateful
to You by being allowed to do just this much service, that will
make our life happy. 7.

Suvrata said:-

Having heard this from His brothers that gracious Lord, who
knew their sincere feelings, said to them, [ knew your sincere feeling
for Me along with your Family. I agree to your proposal. 8-9.

I Shall take my meals, turn by turn at one of your houses. You
please first offer the meals to the God Krishna and then please
call me only after making food offering to Lord Shri Krishna. 10.

However, both of you should accept whatever raw food
material is given by my devotees for Me. You should clean it and
then do the cooking. 11.
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O King, He spoke thus, and both of them and their wives were
very much pleased. 12.

On that very day, food was prepared at the house of
Ramaprasad by his wife Suvasini. There He took His meals at the
completion of His fast. 13.

Then he came quickly towards His raised seat and sat there
for about an hour; so that all people could have a view of Him. 14.

Then some groups of men, who had finished their daily rites,
came there to see Him. Having got His glimpse, they went back. 15.

As he was observing the vow of celibacy, he did not sleep in
the day time. Yet to give some rest, to the people, he entered his
abode. 16.

He sat on His auspicious seat, His legs and feet being massaged
by the attendants like Somasuri and celibates like Mukundanand. 17.

Then, in the afternoon also, He came and sat on His raised
seat surrounded by his attendants. 18.

Meanwhile, sages, singers and all other men and women
arrived there and quickly took their respective seats. 19.

Kubera and other citizens of that city, saluted Shri Hari, Who
sat there, satisfying those devotees only by looking around, and

asked Him, please tell us about the exact day on which the swing
festival (Dolotsava) of God Nar-Narayan is to be celebrated, so
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that we may arrange for collecting all the required material. 20-21.
Why Fuldolotsav ?
Narayan muni said:-

Nar-Narayan was born in the Swayambhuva Manvantara during
the month of Phalgun on full moon day, when the constellation
Phalguni presided over by the deity Aryama, coincided with
sunrise. At that very moment, He was placed in the divine Swing
by the leading Gods (Brahma, etc.) and rocked by them, since
then, this festival has become prevalent. 22-23.

Wherever, the God’s birth anniversary is celebrated, there that
day,i.e. tithi is important and elsewhere the constellation is
considered as important. 24.

The Lord Nar-Narayan who is sacred object of worship, for
us, that God: Varniraj, foremost among the celibates appeared in
the form of an idol directly at the age of sixteen. 25.

So, all the followers of our sect, should celebrate this festival
on the observation based on the day, when the Aryama
constellation coincides with the sunrise. 26.

Suvrat said:-

having told them thus Shri Hari asked the Brahmin astrologer
named Mayaram, who was sitting in front of Him, on which day
that constellation should coincide with sunrise. 27.
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He immediately (promptly) picked up a page of the calendar
from the bundle, looked into it, and told Him, the particular
constellation occurs as per our requirement, on the first day of
the dark fortnight of this Phalguna month. 28.

Thereupon, Shri Hari told the citizens that the festival of Lord
Shri Krishna should be celebrated on the first day of dark
fortnight of this month, so the people went back to the city for
preparation. 29.

Then the thousands of devotees from various nearby regions
came upto Him and bowed down. They requested Him separately
for returning to their places and taking food. 30.

One said, You should please come to my place for meals today
or tomorrow with all your sages, attendants and Brahmins. 31.

Seeing all the people thus requesting individually, Shri Hari
just smiled and said, O you all please listen to me. 32.

I, along with my sages, am very much pleased with your
devotion itself. So please, do not press for taking food, separately
at everybody’s place. 33.

O my devotees, if we come for meals everyday to each one’s
home, then how will that request be complied with, even in hundred
years? will not suffice. 34.

So, I suggest that, those residing in one place may come
together and jointly, turn by turn, satisfy the sages with food. 35.
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When these are satisfied by enjoying various types of tasty
food items, fit for eating, drinking, licking, and sucking, know for
sure that I shall be satisfied automatically. 36.

If you wish to feed Me personally, then please send raw and
uncooked food. When told thus, all those people behaved that
way; and went to their houses. 37-38.

Then in the evening, Shri Hari uttered various names of the
Lord Shri Krishna, and made the great sages to sing songs praising
His qualities. 39.

Then Shri Hari permitted His devotees who had kept awake
all through the previous day, and night, to return to their respective
resorts. Shri Hari, too, left for His residence. 40.

Then after pereforming His daily rituals, washed his lotus-
like hands and feet. The controller of the sleep always thinking of
the welfare of the good people slept peacefully. 41.

After getting up early in the morning, Shri Hari again
performed the daily routine rituals. Then He went and guided the
citizens to gather the material necessary for that celebration. 42.

Even on the fourteenth day He performed all the daily rites
and then as per the request of the people he supervised the material
gathered for the celebration. 43.

He ordered His followers as follows, My adherents should
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never use vulgar language or ride a donkey during the days of
Holi (festival) as is the practice amongst the foul people. 44.

Thus ends the fiftysixth chapter entitled, ‘Narration
of description of the decision of the swing festival,” in the
third prakaran of Satsangi Jivan, the life story of Lord
Narayan, also titled as Dharmashastra. (the rules of the
code of conduct). 56

CHAPTER - 57

Shree Hari performed poojan-aarti of Shree Narnarayan
Bhagwan sitting in Fuldol.

The sage Suvrat said:-

O King, on the following day (of the full moon), Lord Hari,
having performed his daily chores, approached the high pedestal
set up for him. Being hailed by all the groups of devotees, bowing
down to him in reverence he ascended it. 1.

Thousands of women from the town, carrying high quality
sandal-wood and flowers in Puja-vessels, bending their creeper-
like bodies out of modesty, went to him, carefully avoiding male
contact, with the lofty purpose of worshipping him. 2.

Acknowledging their firm resolve, the lord permitted them
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to do so. Their hearts filled with joy instantaneously, the ladies
propitiated with all love to him, who was the master of their very
soul. 3.

They worshipped him with fragrant sandal-paste mixed with
saffron from Kashmir, vermilion and superior unbroken grains of
rice, also costly clothing, ornaments and multi-colour garlands
of flowers. 4.

They placed before him vessels filled with a variety of
delicious fruits, bowed and then slowly went away, their vision
blocked with tears of love. 5.

The fifteenth day thus passed off in merely accepting the
worship of the ladies etc. At night, he slept for a while and woke
up early long before dawn, being very vigilant. 6.

At that very hour, he roused from sleep his attendants headed
by Mukundanand; and got them to prepare superior offering for
performing an elaborate worship of Lord Badarishvara. 7.

Having hurriedly gone through daily chores including a bath,
he summoned (from the town) Brahmins proficient in rituals. And,
with their help, he duly performed the Puja of the image of Nar-
narayan made of gold, as before, on Ekadashi. 8.
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Starting with an invocation, all the sixteen service-course were
carried out with full devotion; and finally, salutation was offered
to that Lord. 9.

Thereupon, that Lord of Badari (in the form of an icon) was
installed in a swing made of gold along with rows of precious
gems. The gold-sing had been hung in an attractive celestial Pandal
beautified with many ornate pillars and readied only recently at
his instance. 10.

After installing Badarisha in the swing, Shri Hari proceeded
to salute and worship Him once more. 11.

With all devotion, he offered sandal-paste mixed with camphor
and the like, along with musk and saffron to the Lord of the
universe. 12.

Then he decorated Him with a variety of floral garlands and
placed before him food offerings. Next, he rocked the Lord’s
swing for a while and then performed a grand Lustration rite. 13.

Holding with both hands, a golden vessel which had a
camphor-lamp, placed amidst bright pearls arranged on it in a lotus-
shape, He stood before the idol of Vishaleshvara, exhibiting
meditation. Then He began rotating that lamp-lit vessel, gradually
upward, downwards and sideways, verily winning the hearts of his
adherents with the skillful movements of His arms. 14.
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Meanwhile, many musical instruments began to resound, both
on earth and in heaven. 15.

Upon hearing those musical sounds, people from other
(neighbouring) villages hurried up with daily chores and began
arriving there enthusiastically, bringing alongside fragrant sandal-
pastes and various flowers, also many other substances of worship
in glittering containers. 16-17.

Individually carrying numerous gift-items playing various
musical instruments, people gleefully came there in the company
of co-villagers, singing pious songs composed by Shri Hari. 18-19.

Reaching there while the lustration-rite was still going on,
all those gathered there, uttered jaya in rhapsody, along with the
sound of music and clapping of their hands. Since their number
was in lakhs, the total sound created by them was tumultuous
tremendous. It spread into all the ten directions. 20-21.

Thereupon, the attendants like Mukundananda who were
standing near the swing, extended their fists filled with Gulala
(pink-colored powder) and threw it up into the air as a mark of
festive-gaiety. 22.

Viewing and hearing all this, Brahma and other gods stationed

in heaven were stunned. They began to shower down flowers and
also play musical instruments like Dundubhi. 23.
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Divine sages began to recite eulogies and Gandharvas to sing
various songs. Divine damsels performed dance while Indra and
others in heaven uttered jaya-jaya. 24.

Admidst that atmosphere of great festivity, that leader of
virtuous men began to sing this special verse for the Arati. 25.

Aarti of Shree Narnarayan Bhagwan.

Glory to thee, Lord and to the pious luster. Being the inner
soul of all beings, You are the friend of mankind, Narayan, the
foremost among men. I salute You, O Lord, seated amidst the
retinue of gods and men in the heart of this swing-seat glittering
in the center of this hall, decorated with heaps of varied gems that
emit profuse ray and hence has a luster as attractive as that of the
sun. 26.

I bow to You, residing in this idol, sporting in your ears a pair
of very pristine ear-rings shaped as crocodiles, very attractive on
account of their precious diamonds. A crown of even more
lustrous gems adorns your head and you impart tremendous joy

to all, with the dancing glances of your eyes beaming with mercy
for all. 27.

I salute You (for all that). May my mind always rejoice in the
wealth of joyful continuous memories of you, who wear a garment
with a glittering border and numerous garlands over the region of
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your heart and have armlets, bangles shining like circles of lighting
in both your hands. 28.

I am constantly meditating in my heart on you, my one and
only lord whose feet are adorned by anklets, whose hand sports a
large lotus and whose slight smile spray profuse glitter from the
rows of white teeth. 29.

Universally agreed upon as the one Lord of all beings, you
are, therefore, the soul and the sustainer of every individual; and
also the protector of men, divine sages as well as gods (in heaven).
Hence I seek shelter with thee and entreat thee to deliver me from
this ocean of (worldly) existence. 30.

Singing like this, Shri Hari finally ended the lustration (Arati)
and offered to the Lord a handful of flowers along with utterance
of specific Mantras. Then he went around the Lord’s swing-seat
and prostrated before him. Joining his hands once more he again
praised Lord Nar-Narayan. 31-32.

Having prayed to him respectfully, Narayan muni then paid
respect to Brahmins well- versed in rituals and honored them with
love in every way. 33.

With profuse gifts of garments, ornaments, gems, cows, land,
gold, elephants etc., He pleased all of them and then ended the
worship of the Supreme Lord. 34.
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Nothing is dearer to him than the Brahmins; and he does not
consider anything so precious as to withhold while giving alms to
Brahmins. Hence, when the festival came to an end, he satiated
all of them with gifts of things they cherished. Thereby he became
famous as one who considered Brahmins as gods 35

Thus ends the fifty-seventh chapter entitled, ‘Narration
of depiction of the worship-ritual of Nar-Narayan seated in
swing during the swing-festival,” in the third prakaran of
Satsangi Jivan, the life story of Lord Narayan, also titled as
Dharmashastra. (the rules of the code of conduct). 57

CHAPTER - 58

Bhagwan Shree Hari celebrated Rangotsav along with
Fuldolotsav.

Suvrat said:-

After that worship ritual, Shri Hari, attracting the eyes and
minds of the devoted crowd by adorning spot, white clothes, came
back to his own pedestal, surrounded by his retinue with
Somlakhachar and Mukundanand as leaders, then, he quickly
ascended it 1.

At that moment, there arose a tremendous sound, hailing him
with Jaya-Jaya and the playing of music. And then, Lord Hari
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satiated the entire devotee- gathering with his loving glances. 2.

Thereupon Kuber Patel along with his body guards Jobanpagi,
Takhopagi etc., devotedly came forward and honored him with
costly clothes, ornaments, unguents and varied flower-garlands. 3.

People of other villages also honoured him as earlier on
Ekadashi day, with salutation, songs and praises, eulogies, clothes,
ornaments of varied types, etc. 4.

Soon Kubera and other citizens brought in huge containers
filled with saffron-coloured water and hundreds of pitchers
containing red liquid. 5.

Also, they fetched pots full of other coloured liquid to pour
in and fill the man-made lakes, and huge sacks full of pink powder. 6.

And, eager to play the colour-sport with their lord, they
joyfully brought thousands of sprays and other implements to
spread colour. 7.

Observing that his devotees were fully prepared and bent upon
playing with him, Shri Hari decided to fulfill their wish without
losing much time. 8.
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Giving away his white attire to the Brahmins, He briskly tied
a yellow garb around his waist. Laughing himself and making the
devotees laugh also, he quickly picked up a gold spray in his hand. 9.

He sent the female crowds quite far with a sign of his hand.
Then, taking up colour in his spray, he permitted his male devotees
to play at will. 10.

From the pedestal, he showered sprays of colour-water on
the far-off devotees, along with handfuls of pink powder on those
nearby, thus treating them all alike. 11.

He was literally bathed in colour by groups of monks sending
sprays of coloured water from all sides and handfuls of Gulal at
close quarters. 12.

Among themselves too, people played the same sport
repeatedly, forming different groups and throwing colour and pink
powder at each time. Thus all the men played for a long time in
the company of Shri Hari, not only the youths, but even old men
and small children. 13.

Later the Munis and attendants gave up groups-sport and
started playing colour in pairs, for the pleasures of their lord. 14.
O King, displaying a spray-game as per prevalence in their
native place, Ram Pratap and Iccharam made the Master burst into
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laughter. 15.

Senior monks Gopalanand and Brahmanand played with
Muktanand and Nityananda respectively, while my Guru Shatananda
played with Sacchidananda and Bhudharananda did so with
Shukananda muni. 16-17.

Also, Premananda played with Mahanubhavananda and
Purnananda with Chaitanyananda. Both Gunatitananda and
Anandananda enjoyed the game mutually as did Dayananda and
Nishkulananda, @ Bhajanananda and Paramananda,
Swayamprakashananda and Vridhattmananda. 18-20.

Raghavananda played with sage Jayananda and
Sarvajnyanananda with Adhubutanananda, Bhagavadananada and
young Atmananda, Shivananda with Yogananda. 21-22.

Varnindra,i.e. advanced celibate Mukandananda sported with
Varnin Jayananda, Surakhachar with Somalakhachar, and Alaya with
Bhrugujit. 23.

King Vastakhachar played with Hemanta-sinha, Prayagaji with
Mayaram Bhatta, Jobanpagi with Kuber Patel. 24.

So did other people in the rows begin enjoying the sport pair-
wise; but the pairs kept changing too. 25.
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Soma-varma, unable to operate the spray with ease, suddenly
picked up a whole pitcher and quickly poured it on Surakhachar’s
head. Thereupon the latter, being stronger, felled him on the ground
and smeared his entire face, including eyes, with handfuls of Gulal
and began to laugh aloud profusely. 26 - 27.

Seeing this, i.e. a weak player over-powered by the stronger
one, Brahmananda abruptly left sport with Nityananda and caught
hold of Surakhachar. He smeared Surakhachar’s wet face too with
Gulal. 28.

In return, the latter held him by his Shikha (tuft of hair on the
crown), and with his strong fist, threw so much Gulal into his
eyes, that the monk could not see anything. 29 - 30.

At this blocking of his vision, the sage got confused; and
forgetting that Surakhachar had a bald head, began to run his hand
over it again and again to catch hold of his Shikha! 31.

Lord Hari felt greatly amused at all this. Instantaneously, he
jumped from his pedestal, caught hold of Surakhachar’s head, and
poured a full pitcher of colour over his head, He repeatedly threw
over his head fistfuls of Gulal so that the tall and hefty Surakhachar
appeared like a mountain-heap of rubies to all the onlookers. 32-33

Suddenly, Mayarama threw Gulal into the eyes of Prayagaji.
With his vision blurred, the latter picked up a pitcher full of colour
to pour upon him. Easing colour on his own face, Mayarama bent
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his back very low, and fled from there causing laughter of Shri
Hari and all other spectators. 34-35.

While the pair-wise colour-sports proceeded in this manner,
the Lord mounted a brisk horse and swiftly went around the entire
crowd, with the desire to show them all his own body dripping
with colour. 36-37.

On seeing this, many monks and men ran after him in groups,
singing His praises and also throwing more colour-water on Him
at every step. 38.

After thus going around and offering his Darshana to the whole
crowd, the Lord went up to the lake situated south of the city, so
as to return in time for the grand offering of food-ritual to God. 39.

There he played water-sport with all the devotees; and then,
after bath, asked them to return to their respective homes, while
he returned to his abode. 40.

There he took a ritual bath and then offered fifty six varieties
of rituals to Lord Nar-Narayan. 41.

Worshipping the image once more with lustration (Arati), he
removed it from the swing and gave it away to an honorable
Brahmin. 42.

Having tied his yellow garment, with a red towel and wrapped
that around His waist, the Lord repeatedly moved along rows of
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those monks with His brisk lotus-feet, and satiated them with
various food items prepared with profuse ghee, sugar and other
ingredients. 43 - 44.

Thereafter Swami had his meals at the house of his younger
brother, returned to his own abode, and rested for few moments. 45.

When the sun reached the setting point on sunset-hill and
lamps were lit in the temple, He ascended His high pedestal once
more. 46.

He recited the God’s names along with the devotees arriving
at that hour, and then made a sign with His hand to have them
seated. 47.

On seeing them sit down silently that very moment fixing
their gaze on His lips, Shri Hari possessing the wealth of endless
virtue, began to preach as follows, intent on the betterment of the
lives of His devotees. 48

Thus ends the fiftyeidhth chapter entitled, ‘Narration of
sport of colours at the time of the celebration of festival of
Spring,’ in the third prakaran of Satsangi Jivan, the life story
of Lord Narayan, also titled as Dharmashastra. (the rules of
the code of conduct). 58
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CHAPTER - 59

Bhagwan Shree Hari preaches to the saints and male and
female devotees to observe the commands of the
scriptures.

Narayan muni said:-

listen carefully to my words, you, my devotees! I am telling
what is good for all. My adherents should never transgress
limitations laid down in scriptures. 1.

All my devotees, be they male or female, house-holders or
recluses, should observe their respective duties and seek the
company of good men only. 2.

In this horrible era of Kali, only the virtuous men, having pure
hearts are powerful enough to liberate living beings at the earliest,
from the noose of transmigration of repeated birth. 3.

Such saintly persons should constantly be served, after
discerning with their own intellect, the virtues and vices found in
those saintly or wily persons, through special characteristics: 4.

In this world, numerous imposter-saints cheat and lost simple
people. Hence, those desiring salvation should avoid them from
afar, immediately after proper evaluation. 5.

Description of unrighteous Sadhus worthy to be
abandoned.

These should be recognized as concealed forms of Kali
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himself, since they are deeply attached to enjoyment of women,
wealth and tasty food, but misguide people by wearing the garb of
a recluse. 6.

Especially one should never remain in the vicinity of evil
womanizers who have killed their conscience and have become
confounded animals, seeking sport with females. 7.

Know ye for sure, that, through undue involvement with
women, a man becomes subject to such infatuation and bondage,
as is not possible through association with any other object of
enjoyment. 8.

In this era of Kali, there are many such so called saints, whose
association is sure to destroy even the sprout of desire for
deliverance from worldly bondage. 9.

And without doubt, inclination towards women, wealth and
violence, the tripe door to hell, is indeed born in men thereafter. 10.

I say so because, by their very nature, men are prone to get
attached to this triad. And due to company of such false saints,
they get deeply involved in it. 11.

At the fall of the body, such saints and their male followers
suffer scorching punishment in hell called Kumbhaka etc., as long
as the sun and moon last. 12.

This has been directly narrated in Shrimad Bhagvata by Kapila
muni and the same has been elaborated by Shri Krishna in his
dialogue with Uddhava in twenty-sixth chapter of eleven Skand in
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Bhagavat Puran. 13.

Therefore, no one should ever be in the company of fake saints
anywhere. Now I shall narrate to you the characteristics of true
saints worth resorting to. 14.

Description of righteous Sadhus worthy to be cherished.

They adhere strictly to the observance of celibacy, avoiding
contact with women in eight forms including listening to a female
voice. Similarly they give up contact with wealth in each and every
form. 15.

Exercising control over their palate by giving up enjoyment
of a wide variety of tastes, they never partake of anything,
infatuating in solid or liquid form. 16.

They abstain from causing harm to others or to themselves
by means of body, speech or mind. Freeing their hearts from all
sorts of hankering, they have won their sense-organs. 17.

They harbor no love for the body or objects giving physical
comfort. Free from addictions like gambling etc., they rely on
Lord Krishna for all their needs and spiritual upliftment). 18.

These virtuous men, like Rishabha, the 1st Jain Tirthankara
and his son Jada-Bharata are devoid of conceit; and all of them
keep the distance of a bow away from women-folk while moving
about or sitting. 19.

Also, they never do so singly anywhere, without the company
of other saintly men. And, on falling from observance of their
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respective regulations, even unwittingly, they perform expiatory-
rites as per prescription. Only such persons should be regarded
as real saints. 20-21.

Moreover, such people are also acceptable to me as saints,
who do not allow even a moment to pass futile, without listening
to praises of Lord Krishna etc. 22.

Those people, who desire salvation from the snare noose of
worldly existence, should always seek the company of such
virtuous men, who are adherents of Shri Hari. 23.

Any other person around here, if he is found lacking with
regard to the above characteristics and acting at his own sweet
will, should be spurned from a distance, as would a low-born man
be, even though presenting himself in an attire like that of a real
saints. 24.

Suvrat said:-

Suvrata told the King further, immediately after hearing this
sermon of the Lord Shri Hari, women folk began to sigh and to
urge their wise relative males for asking about their spiritual welfare
if saintly man are banned from having dialogue with them. 25.

O King, the intelligent men understood these intended queries
of concerned women merely through the signs they made with
eyes and hands without uttering aloud any words. Hence, they
addressed Shri Hari. 26.
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Devotees said:-

O master, who are worthy of propitiation by all ? Have you
delineated for us, rightly and properly, the distinction between
the real and virtuous wily (saints), which should be recognized by
seekers of salvation. 27.

However, you, the Lord of the virtuous and foremost among
saints have prescribed renunciation of contact with women and
wealth, without any distinction, for all categories of good men,
whether aspirants for liberation or those already liberated. 28.

In that connection, we ask this question on behalf of the
women folk, entreat you to listen to it today and give us a befitting
reply. 29.

In this world, even saintly men are of two types: seekers of
salvation and those who have already attained the goal, through
perfection in yogic practices. The former are still trying to reach
there. 30.

Thus a lot of difference prevails between these two types.
How then can there be equality of the means viz., rules to be
observed by both ? 31.

Indeed, contact with women can become a cause of bondage
for aspirants of deliverance there from, since their vices like lust
have not yet got fully burnt down. 32.

But liberated saints? They are called so, only after they have
won their senses, mind, intellect and even breath. They have
attained realization of the self through trance, in its pure form,
which is identical with Brahma. That highest reality is constantly
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worshipped by them as Narayan, Whom they visualize every
moment, in every worldly entity. Such liberated souls continue to
live in their physical bodies by their own sweet will; since they
alone are capable of delivering others, from snare of worldly
existence. For such perfected souls, both men and women are
equally insignificant. What then, is the harm if they sing of
God’s glory before women and thereby provide them spiritual
guidance? 33-36.

Some learned men, too, say that no blame or sin accrues to
liberated celibates upon acting at will, even involving physical
touch. In that case, what sin can accrue to them by talking the
ladies ? 37-38.

Saints dedicated to firm in celibacy are like blazing fires; and
those coming in their contact also become like them. 39.

And therefore, if they sit at a safe distance of at least one
bow length ; away from women; and narrate to them the tales of
Shri Krishna, what sin can they incur, O Lord ? 40.

If such saints also do not guide the women that way and
protect them from evil ways, then what hope of liberation remains
for them ? 41.

As it is, aspirants on the path to salvation will never do so, for
fear of breach of their vows as per your orders. 42.
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While, on the other hand, womanizers, fake saints, roaming
in this world singly try to engage women by voluntary narrating
tales before them. But our women alerted by you, do not go to listen
even God’s stories from them ; because they know intuitively,
that all those are cheats, intending to misuse women. 43 - 44,

Therefore, O Lord, have mercy on our females and permit at
least the liberated saints to narrate tales of Krishna before them,
so as to enhance their devotion towards him. 45.

Let the code of conduct for celibacy be sevenfold and not
eightfold, at least for them as per your prescription. 46.

Suvrata then said - to the King, upon being requested on
those lines by the devotees, for the welfare of women-folk, Shri
Hari who was fully conversant with secrets of true religion,
laughed and spoke as follows: 47.

Narayan Muni Said:-

listen gentlemen, ladies and all you sages. I now disclose to
you a remedy that will lead to female spiritual welfare. 48.

Just as women dedicated to Krishna do not listen to His tales,
although favourable from the mouth of a fake Yogin, similarly,
they should avoid doing so even from a liberated men
independently, without being accompanied by a relative male
person. 49-50.
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For, if he narrates even Krishna’s tales before an exclusively
female audience, he will immediately become guilty of breaching
the code of a recluse. No doubt about that. 51.

And that lady, who hears those tales from the mouth of such a
male fond of women, she too falls from her virtue and attains a
lowly status. 52.

Thus, both parties shall become great sinners and be subjects
to tremendous adversity. So was I told earlier by Shri Ramananda,
who was the incarnation of Uddhava, the associate of Shri
Krishna. 53.

The reason is that, a single female become the cause of sexual
attraction and hence a soiled mind for a male in solitude; so
certainly, does a lone male for a female. 54.

Many liberated men and women have indeed fallen to very
low level in the past, due to each other’s company. 55.

That is why even a liberated man should never be in contact
with females. In this context, I quote for you some verses from
Bhagvat Purana, Skandha III. 56.

One who wishes to ascend to ultimate heights in Yoga, having
attained unity with the supreme soul through devotional service
to me, should avoid all contact with women, since they are said to
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be doors to hell for him. 57.

In the words of Muni Dattatreya,(Bhagvat XI), a confounded
male gets infatuated by females, their ornaments, rich clothing
and such other materials, all of them being created by Maya, the
ensnaring cosmic illusion. Losing his vision of reality, he gets
destroyed by the idea of enjoying them, like the moth covering
around the glow of a lamp. 58.

The group of sensory and motor organs is so powerful that it
exercises a pull even on a discerning learned man. Hence he should
not sit in total solitude, even beside his own daughter, sister or
mother. 59.

Therefore, I repeat, even a liberated man should never remain
in contact with a woman, believing in constant servility of the
mind that he has overpowered, nor should a female remain with a
male near, liberated. 60.

Even if I issue such orders permitting male-female contact,
those should not be followed by the liberated males or females. 61.

Oh devotees! you said that liberated men are like blazing fires,
so their contact can lead women to salvation ; but that is not the
view of great men at all. It has been criticized both in scriptures
and in saying of wise men in the world; it goes against religious
conduct of saint. 62-63.

This view, that contact of a liberated being is favourable for
women’s deliverance, can be possible only in the case of Lord
Shri Krishna, who eternally free, never becoming attached and
bonded to any person or thing. 64.
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A part from him whosoever transgressed this scriptural limit,
such person has been ensured in religious texts and is being
criticized in the world up to this very day. 65.

Brahma, Shankara, Indra, etc.; and the moon, Angiras, i.e.
Brahaspati etc., all these great beings suffered defamation, upon
transgressing scriptural limit out of lust. 66.

Leave aside contact, even the mere sight of a female can result
in the fall of perfect yogis too. 67.

And those men, who say that acting at will is not cause of
blame, for the virtuous, such men should be regarded as great
sinners. 68.

Therefore no one should ever entertain even an inking of doubt,
whether liberated men can act at will in any matter without
suffering its dire consequences; because they are to be protectors
of Virtue and therefore, provide set forth exemplary ideals of
pure conduct. 69.

Hence I repeat once more, O devotees! despite being firmly
rooted in the Atman with devotion, a liberated man, too, can fall
from virtue through contact with a female. And, such a woman
too can become defiled through the company of a male. 70.
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Thus ends the fiftyninth chapter entitled, ‘Narration
of prohibition of acting at will by liberated persons,’ in
the third prakaran of Satsangi Jivan, the life story of Lord
Narayan, also titled as Dharmashastra. (the rules of the
code of conduct). 51

CHAPTER - 60
Downfall of Naradji and Parvat due to association with
women.

Narayan muni said:-

Even after reaching the Siddha, 1.e. higher Yogic status, a
liberated man should harbor fear from the company of female;
lest he falls even from that exalted position. 1.

Also, one who claims that he does not differentiate between
male, female beings, can himself get defiled by female contact,
as sage Rishyashringa (Ekalashringa). 2

His tale has already been heard by all; therefore, caution in
conduct should be exercised by aspirants and liberated individuals
alike. Neither by my order if ever so given, nor even for protects
of religion should even a liberated visionary ever have contact
with a woman. 3-4.

Now, wise men should even avoid looking at female body-
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parts, knowing that too as the cause of collapse from on already
attained status for those dwelling in constant realization of the
self. 5.

In this connection, listen carefully, all of you, to ancient
history, as to how both Narada and Parvata, although liberated,
got into trouble in past. The two, related to each other as maternal
uncle and nephew respectively, were both avowed celibate sages,
of old, who used to go around together, to holy places. 6-7.

In the course of one such pilgrimage, they arrived at the palace
of king Ambarisha, a devotee of Lord Vishnu. 8.

He welcomed them at his residence, decorated with various
gems and honoured them through various service-courses. He
served them with high-class food. Satisfied with all that, they sat
there comfortably. 9.

Ambarisha had a marriageable daughter, Jayanti by name,
having charming eyes and unparalleled appearance. She also
possessed auspicious astronomical signs and good character. In
order to enquire about suitable husband for her, the king made her
pay respects to the sages by bowing down, then sit down before
them. 10-11.

The King said:-

He there upon addressed them thus, sincere in celibacy and
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rich in austerities, both of you are learned too. Since you keep
wandering over all the three worlds, you are conversant with all
quarries. So please listen to the question I put before you, think
over it and only then give a reply. 12-13.

This my daughter, Jayanti by name, possesses all good qualities
of a good wife; but I am unable to decide upon a suitable match
for her. Since you two know everything and can bestow all pleasure
on anyone you please, kindly do me this favour of suggesting a
proper husband for her and remove my a anxious concern. 14-15.

On being addressed that way, both the ascetics, infatuated
immediately upon seeing her attractive body and charming manners
began to covet her for themselves. 16.

Confounded by lust, they cast off all shame and entreated the
king, give her to both of us; and be blessed. 17.

Astonished on hearing such words from them, the emperor
pondered a while and then said to them. 18.

The King said:-
Both of your are famed as sincere celibates, confirmed

avowed bachelors. Your words about marrying my daughter must
be in joke ; or do you really mean to do so ? 19.

The two ascetics gave a clever reply:-

Whatever the life-state of a celibate or a house-holder, or a
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forest-dweller, none of these pleases the Lord if lacking in firm
devotion towards Him. His glory is to be sung by them if they
aspire for liberation. Thereby Lord Vishnu is pleased. 20.

He is satisfied if seekers of salvation sing His glory remaining
in any one of the life-stages. 21.

Thus far, we have been narrating God’s glory through a life of
celibacy: hence forth, we shall do the same as house-holders. 22.

Therefore, O Emperor, know for certain that our desire to
take your daughter in marriage is genuine. Give her to us both and
live happily without worrying about her any more. 23.

The king got upset with anxiety on hearing such talk of the
two ascetics whose intellect had been totally confounded by lust.
Yet, fearing about their curse and being worried he replied : 24.

King said:-

I have only one daughter; and she is being solicited by both
of you! How can I give her away, against scriptural convention
and worldly norms? Two wives of one man are seen in society,
but never one common wife for two husbands. Therefore, my
daughter must get a chance to prefer one husband of her choice. |
shall surely arrange for her Svayamvara tomorrow morning. Both
of you may come there as suitors. 25-27.

On being told so, Narada and Parvata got out of there, although
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contemplating on nothing but Jayanti in their hearts. And the
emperor immediately started arrangements for the mate self
selection meet. 28.

Considering the popular saying that a bride selects man as
husband, with handsome appearance and personality; nothing else,
the two ascetics craved for beautiful physical form, deformed
through penance. 29.

Profound mutual rivalry arose between both coveting hearts,
at the idea that the bride would select only one of them, if at all,
and not both. 30.

But they did not disclose to each other their mutual secret
desire that his own form should become attractive and the
other’s ugly. 31.

And with that intention, each one stealthily speed to Vaikuntha
without the knowledge of the other. Seeking the favour of Lord
Vishnu, the bestower of desired fruits for His devotees. 32.

Narad was the first to reach their briskly. He bowed before
Acyuta; and concealing his wife-seeking desire, even from the
omniscient Lord, he said, tomorrow there will be svyamvara of
the daughter of king Ambarish. I want to go there for fun on that
occasion. | have come to ask a favour from you, O Lord! Let my
form become attractive for females today, and my body, emaciated
through penance, look strong and well-nourished. 33-35.
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Also, O Hari, from the time of the Svayamvara, my companion
Parvata’s appearance should look deformed with a monkey-face. 36.

Be it so, said the Lord; and Narada, immediately obtaining
form as attractive as cupid, returned to the earth. 37.

Soon, Parvata too arrived there and made a similar request to
the Lord: a handsome form for himself and a monkey-face for
the divine sage Narada, from the commencement of the
Svayamvara. 38.

To him too, Acyuta said, be it so, laughing there upon; because
He, the ocean of mercy, wished that neither of those two devotees
should get ensnared by being bonded with female. 39.

So, even Parvat instantaneously obtained a wonderful form
and caught up with Narad on earth, who was engrossed in
contemplating upon Jayanti. 40.

Concealing their secret intentions from each other, both of
them told each other, you look so handsome now! The bride will
surely select only you. 41.

Talking like this out worldly, both tried to pass the night with
great difficulty; that night of Vaishakha month appeared endless
to them, like the night of a whole era. 42.

Throughout that night, they kept singing to each other praises
of the princess, what a well-formed body! How charming is her
youth! How delicate her creeper-like arms! Her modst smile so
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enchanting! Her sweet words so pearl-like! 43-44.

Parvat asked Narad, how did you find her beautiful face? Like
a blooming lotus ? or like a full moon ? 45.

Narad replied, How can the moon with a black stain, stand in
comparison with her face from any blemish ? And what is the
inert lotus before her lively looks? 46.

Such an infatuated state was reached by both seers upon merely
viewing a female’s body-parts. At down itself, they came to the
city of Ambarisha and waited for the appointed hour of the
Svayamvara. 47.

The handsome bodies of the both attracted women of the town;
all the men too stood in groups, staring at them in surprise. 49.

Both the lusty ascetics, eager to get the bride at the earliest,
sat near the gate for her entrance. 50.

The host king Ambarish welcomed all those who had come to
the marriage hall, bowing respectfully and offering seat to each
of them. On seeing the two ascetics totally transformed, he was
astounded. 51.

All the rulers seated in the hall too, gazed at them in sheer
bewilderment, losing all hope of winning the heart of Jayanti. They
began wondering, instead, which of the two would be the bride’s cho-
ice, since both possessed a form as attractive as that of cupid. 52-53.
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Finally, princess Jayanti arrived, holding a garland for the

bridegroom in her hands. She entered the hall, enchanting the
minds and hearts of all the men. 54.

That very moment, O listeners! both the ascetics became
monkey-faced, unaware of own deformity, each one felt very happy
on seeing the other like that. 55.

Narada thought in his mind: The bride will not select Parvata
; and Parvata felt sure that she will not choose Narad. 56.

But the bride got taken aback on seeing both of them. She
fled from the scene and refused to return to the hall, despite being
informed by her father that the two odd figures were the ascetics
she had met previously. 57.

Thereupon, Ambarisha approached them and said, O sages,
frightened at seeing you both, my daughter cannot come here.
Kindly therefore, leave this hall immediately. 58.

Each of the two, unaware of his own deformity, felt
disheartened at this; and considering it as his wily move, chastised
him as follows: 59.

We can see through your crafty game. Haughty with the pride
of your royal exuberance, you do not wish to bequeath your
daughter to us, knowing that we are penniless practitioners of
penance. 60.

You are insulting sages, priding yourself as a knower of the
self, but O stupid man! you shall henceforth consider the body
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itself as the soul like any beast. No doubt about the efficacy of
this curse of ours. 61.

Thus did the two ascetics curse the innocent king, who was
dear to Lord Vishnu, being devoted to Him and got out angrily. 62.

He, however, was saved from the impact of their curse by the
Sudarshana chakra placed in that hall by Lord Vishnu for
protecting his devotee. 63.

That divine disc reverted that curse from Ambarisha’s place
and directed it to chase those two monks, funning with the fury of
lust, and itself followed them . 64.

Suddenly, both saw their own curse of black colour following
them, like a heap of smoke; and were taken aback. 65.

Behind it, they also spotted the Sudarshana disc, ferocious
with profuse flames, just like the fire of cosmic dissolution; and
both began to run. 66.

Thus everyone saw on the road, two monkey-faced men
fleeing in front, chased by a blazing disc, with a very dark curse in
between. 67.

With pale, withered faces and bodies drenched in sweat, both
monks kept running, due to their sin against the Lord’s devotee
Ambarisha. 68.

Pleading, save us, save us, they had to keep running from house
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to house, one village and region to another, all around the each. 69.

The disc briskly followed, wherever they went fleeing, having
lost all their pride, honour and shame. 70.

On seeing two monkey-faced Brahmins being scorched by a
disc, people felt astounded, but did not utter a word, not knowing
what it was all about. 71.

Afflicted by that severe pain, neither seen nor heard of before,
the two sages began to run around in the nether worlds too. 72.

Not finding any saviour there to, they ascended to the heavenly
regions, crying aloud profusely for help and protection. 73.

They went in all the eight directions, starting from the east,
presided over by Indra, Agni (Fire), Yama, Nirruti,Varuna, Vayu,
Kubera, and Isha (-Shiva). But none of those deities helped them
either ; despite viewing their pitiable plight with wonder, due to
fear of the chasing divine disc. 74-75.

The two ascetics went prostrating before all the gods including
Brahma and Shankara, but found no saviour in them either. 76.

Finally, they reached Vaikuntha from afar beginning save us,
O Hari. They prostrated before Vishnu, the eternal Lord. 77.

Thereupon, the merciful Lord saved them from His disc and
took upon Himself their curse to his devotee king Ambarisha. 78.

Thus, O devotees, sages, Narada and Parvata had to undergo
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incomparable suffering on account of just one gaze at a female
form. 79.

Therefore it is, that I keep telling, none of my devotees,
whether aspiring for liberation or the accomplished one, should
have any contact with women anywhere, for his own good in all
ways. 80.

So too, gazing at lower animals engaged in co-habitation
should be avoided even by a liberate; more so by an aspirant.
Because, in the past, the sincerely celibate sage Saubhari, a
liberated man with full control over his organs, still fell from his
long standing vow, by merely viewing the sexual act of fish while
bathing in a river. 81-82.

Thus, anyone acting wantonly, transgressing my orders of
avoiding female contact in any form, by the power of his knowledge
or devotion, shall become love- born; and conceited. 83.

Thus ends the sixtieth chapter entitled, ‘Narration of
suffering experienced by Narada and Parvata due to
association with women,’ in the third prakaran of Satsangi
Jivan, the life story of Lord Narayan, also titled as
Dharmashastra. (the rules of the code of conduct). 60
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CHAPTER - 61

Downfall of Devyani due to association with a man,
despite being Brahmnishta.

Narayan Muni said:-

now changed his focus of attention to the fair sex and said,
even in case of women who are avowed to celibacy, the viewing
of men is known to cause a fall from virtue. Hence, that should be
avoided by women folk. 1

Here I shall narrate to you, O devotees, an ancient tale as to
how the sincere Devayani, too, fell from virtue in the past.2

Sage Sukaracarya, the preceptor of Demons of olden times
had a beautiful daughter named Devayani, who by her father’s
grace, received spiritual orientation in childhood itself. 3

Being highly intelligent and talented, she mastered both
religious scriptures and yogic arts. She was also capable of
composing new original poetry. 4

Like her father, she became expert in enlightening and

instructing through many devices, thousands of daughters of the
demons, who came to her as her own disciples. 5

Being gifted with many such abilities she was dearer than life

to her father and hence was looked after by him with great affection
only. 6
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Yet, when she had reached the tenth year of her age, Sukra
felt he must give her away now to a befitting husband. So one day,
that descendent of Bhrigu told her very lovingly, O intelligent
daughter! my dearest! listen to my words which are very important.
It is now the time to get you married; since you have entered your
tenth year. So, let me know your choice of a husband. 7- 9.

Should I gift you to a god, great sage, or to a Brahmin among
worldly men ? Tell me, frankly, if you have any one in mind. Else,
I will gift you to a great sage of my choice. Because a Brahmin
father who does not gift his daughter at the proper time to a suitable
husband in this world, incurs the sin of murdering a Bramin.
Therefore, please tell inclination of your mind. 10-12.

Upon being addressed thus, Devayani replied smilingly, Father,
I have no interest at all in any man. Dearest to my heart is penance,
that puts an end to migration and rebirth. Since I have decided to
practice it for my life, please give up the idea of getting me married.
Do not worry about me unduly, you, who are very wise! Be at
case. 13-15.

For in the scriptures, great sages have considered it a sin when
one does not gift away his daughter whose heart is inclined to a
particular man, and never in case of a girl disinterested in
marriage. 16.
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Upon hearing these words of his daughter, sage Shukra, very
wise and knowing the importance of a life long vow of celibacy,
said nothing. 17.

Pleased to note her firmness in Yoga even in childhood and
her disinterest in worldly matters, he kept doing whatever she
liked. 18.

A long time clasped like that. Thereafter Kacha, the son of
Brahaspati, came there to learn some lores. (specific learning by
which can be revived.) 19.

He learnt those lores, staying in Shukras home too, with his
permission. And seeing his handsome form, Devayani got
enamoured. 20.

Gradually day by day, she spent more and more time in
attending on him, neglecting her own religious practice in Yoga
and spiritual meditation. 21.

For method by her yearning, one day she gave up all and
enticing him by revealing her private body- parts, she entreated
him thus in a solitude. 22.

O brave young man! my heart rejoices in you be my husband.
I am fit for you in every way; so, you should not spurn. 23.

But Kacha, despite being attracted thus by the daughter of his
preceptor, remained well-composed. Aware of propriety, he
replied thus to her who had lost all sense of propriety owing to
infatuation of lust. 24.
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O good lady! Being the daughter of my Guru, you are like my
sister. What is all this futile talk of yours, censurable both by
society. 25.

Although answered that way by Kacha, who was alert and firm
about propriety of their relationship, she, whose intellect was
blinded, kept repeating her breaching him again and again in
solitude. 26.

Upon repeated rejection, the dame with mind confounded and
blinded by lust, finally became furious and cursed Kacha, saying,
You, who keep dissuading me repeatedly, may all that you have learnt
here, become fruitless for you, when you need it the most. 27.

This curse laid to waste all his hard work hitherto, so he cursed
her in return, may no learned Brahmin ever marry you; and he
returned to heaven, dejected at heart. 28.

And Devayani, living like a wanton till 1008 years of age,
still selected the Kshatriya ruler Yayati as her husband. 29.

Thus even she, who was spiritually oriented since childhood,
fell from her great vow and became as shameless as a whore, on
seeing and working for a man at close quarters. And she
shamelessly word for sex her own father’s disciple, virtually a
brother; and when not obliged, she sinfully cursed the virtuous
Brahmin (lad), knowing and abiding by Righteousness. 30-31.

Also, she later gave up her status as a Brahmin, so difficult to
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attain through the merit of many past lives! she became a
Kshatriya, by choosing to marry a man of that lower cast . 32.

Woman brought discredit to the family of Bhrigus, loftiest
of all; and her years of seven penance were laid to wasteful
efforts, too. 33.

Similarly Renuka, the dutiful wife of sage Jamadagni,
happened to see a handsome Gandharva-king, while going to the
river to fetch water. That very moment. She began to crave for
him secretly. As a result, she had to suffer an untimely death due
to the ire of her husband. 34 -35.

Therefore, ladies with a life-long spiritual vow, too, should
never take to viewing a male who is alien, which can cause their
own destruction. 36.

Those women who aspire for salvation should listen with
devotion to tales of Lord Vishnu, from the mouth of any related
man attending religious congregations, - their own father, brother,
husband or even son; or, may be, - a maternal brothers, uncle or
grandfather. 37-38.

After hearing those stories, women should exchange them
mutually, narrating them to each other. And, in case of doubt over
some point therein, they should ask sages through their men. 39.

As an exception, widows can come and listen to such Pauranic
tales being read out and explained by a Brahmin before the men
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folk, from a greater distance. 40.

Teaching songs of praise for the Lord and his divine qualities
to the ladies is also the duty of their closely-related men like
father. 41.

Women of own village or another, who are advanced in
religion, detachment, devotion etc., should be treated with respect
as Radha or Rama, even though they be younger in age than
oneself. 42.

Other women desiring deliverance from bondage should
constantly seek their company, and tread the path directed by them
for their spiritual welfare. 43.

O devotees! Listen now to the jobs to be performed by
dedicated women in meets of religious people at the time of the
Lord’s festivals such as Janmashtami. 44.

They could go with their father etc. to the abode of saints,
provided it is not enclosed by a fort-like wall or fence. 45.

But at that place crowded with countless people, they should
go and sit among the ladies at a greater distance than the men. 46.

Although seated that far, they should not talk mutually, but
listen carefully to the Lord’s tales emanating from the saints
mouth, for the privilege of the men folk. 47.

Also, when saints of long standing penance arrive in their own
village even without occasion of a festival, then too, women
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should go to those gatherings and with related men sit there
separately, among females as told above. 48 - 49.

It is my strict warning for all women that they should never
enter such an abode of saints as is enclosed by a fort-like wall or
a fence. 50.

Any female who transgresses this prohibition of mind and
fearlessly enters such a place, should be considered a sinful kritya
(destructive female deity) descended on earth for instigating
women on the wrong path. 51.

Also, women should never go out of home at night, even for
Darshana of their revered Lord, except on occasions of two annual
festivals, the Lord’s birthday and mine. 52.

On those festival days too, women leaving home at night for
Darshana should do so under escort of relative men folk; because,
voluptuous demons eager to cause fall from virtue roam freely in
the dark. Hence, women should go out very carefully, being well-
guarded. 53 - 54.

Thus have I depicted how women should come in touch with
saints, directly or indirectly, for their spiritual welfare. 55.
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Do. tell all the women, you men! that those Ladies who
conduct themselves in this way, can grow in their devotion unto
the Lord and yet remain firm and intact in their virtue. 56.

Thus ends the sixty first chapter entitled, ‘Narration of
depiction of Devayani’spitiable plight on seeing a handsome
male,” in the third prakaran of Satsangi Jivan, the life story
of Lord Narayan, also titled as Dharmashastra. (the rules of
the code of conduct). 61

CHAPTER - 62

Bhagwan Shree Hari briefly preaches the Dharma of
householders.

Narayan muni said:-

On another occasion house-holder men too, should observe
certain restrictions; for instance, they should avoid contact with
women other than relative outside their family in to, if they wish
to be happy in this life and hereafter. 1.

And women of the house-holder too, especially those of a
marriageable age must avoid all contact with unrelated men. 2.

So also, house-holders should abstain fully from consumption
of flesh, onion, garlic, liqueur and other intoxicating addictive
drugs leading to stupor. 3.

Next, O devotees! people belonging to any of the four castes

should never partake of food from the plate of another, even of
the same caste, except for dry-baked items like popped grains. 4.
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My followers, moreover should never consume tobacco in
any of three forms, opium, hashish, heroine, brown sugar. 5.

Like reduces, even householders must keep away from away,
anger pride and violence, 1.e. harm to others. They should not kill
live beings even for rites to propitiate, either the manes or some
god. Nor should they ever commit suicide in holy places etc. for
attaining heaven, even if so advised by someone. 6-7.

Moreover, clarified butter, milk or water should never be
consumed without filteration. One who drinks such water for just
one day, incurs a sin equal to that of catching fish for six months;
because, there is the possibility of swallowing tiny fish through
unfiltered water, hence that act is listed as sinful in ancient
texts. 8-9.

Also one should not get attached to worldly matters like a
confounded food. Rather, a house holder harbor-special too
towards saintly persons. Because it is said that saints can salvage
even those fastened firmly with worldly fetters that cannot be
pierced by any weapon. 10-11.

Therefore, householders aspiring for liberation should listen
to tales of Krishna from others of the same faith or better still,
from genuine recluses, not from fake ones who accept wealth or
conversation with women. If he happens to hear a sermon from
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such an imposter, he should perform the expiatory rite called
Chandrayana vrata. 12-13.

In the absence of a temple in a village, people should collect
at the house of a man advance in religious practice and listen from
him the Lord’s tales or recite His names in the evenings. 14.

As far as possible, all house-holders should make it a daily
routine to chant a certain number of Krishna-mantras, with help
of rosaries, and meditate on him, sitting in solitude. Performance
of his mental worship in that manner can remove mental
impurities. 15-16.

Besides all this, Brahmins should perform with devotion the
sixfold duties enjoined for their caste by the scripture. The Muni
then turned to the topic of atonements. 17.

Upon failing in one’s duty or in case of committing a sin due
to some contingency, my adherents should undertake corrective
measure. 18.

For a sinful act committed just once unknowingly or
unintentionally, the procedure of expiation prescribed by Manu
and other earlier authors of code-books is as follows: 19.

A man who wishes to make an atonement for a sin or failure
in duty should first take a bath and then stand with folded hands
before a Parishad. 20.
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A Parishad (religious committee) is said to consist of 19,7,5
or 3 gentlemen who are truthful, sincerely religious and experts
in spirituality. In rare cases, 3 or just a learned man can comprise
the Parishad. It is knowledge that qualifies one for membership
of a Parishd, and not wealth, good looks, youth or merely an
advance age. Nor can fools, greedy partisan men or those arguing
against religious norms, even one lakh in number, comprise a
religious committee Parishad. 21- 23.

A man well-versed in scriptures, faithful, self-controlled,
calm and constantly engaged in religious activities is the one who
deserves to be a member of Parishad. Although young in age, or
twice-born man is to be considered as elderly and fit to become a
Parishad-member, provided he knows Dharma, i.e. can correctly
distinguish between right and wrong. Those fools who have
become grey-haired in vain, without acquiring the requisite
knowledge and wisdom, do not qualify for the same. For, indeed,
Dharma resides where is truth; elsewhere, it is Adharma that
prevails, it is Dharma that wins, not Adharma; truth emerges as
victorious, and not untruth. 24-26.

And in deciding Dharma or Adharma, the verdict of a Parishad
should be accepted as final, be it concerning a social deal or an
atonement on the prescription of a vow. 27.

By acting according to prescriptions of a Parishad, a wrong
gets purified; but if the prescription itself is wrong, the Parishad
stands to blame for it. Because any one person or group prescribing
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a solution without fully knowing and properly considering all the
pros and cons of the astrology, social dealing, expiation or medical
treatment, would become a great sinner. 28-29.

Therefore, Dharma alone should be dictated by Brahmin
members of the committee impending sin upon a wrong verdict;
and resorting to truth, they should prescribe only what is most
appropriate, not anything at all. 30.

Also, they should show favour or leniency towards women,
young children, elderly persons, those physically weak on
handicapped due to some accident, disease, whatever. 31.

Leniency should also be shown to those incapable of fasting,
considering their age, time, season, region, etc. 32.

Those Parishad-members who give such concessions out of
greed, friendship, fear of retaliation or ignorance, they will
turn out to be fools and will surely go to suffer in hells called
Raurava etc. 33.

It was righteous men of ancient times like Manu etc., who
had full knowledge of propriety, and no other that have laid down
norms of Dharma in their code-books called Smritis. Therefore a
verdict should be pronounced by a religious committee only due
consideration of all the above-said points. 34.

Besides the above points, the Parishad should also know and
consider the social norms prevalent in the region, village and
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family of the person concerned, while prescribing the scriptural
code of conduct; it should never do so in a hurry. 35.

The wrong-doer must observe the expiatory vow in the manner
prescribed by the Parishad; only then will he be purified.
Otherwise, he may go to hell. 36.

As an exception to the above public procedure, a wise
knowledgeable man committed a secret sin, could himself look
up the scripture and undertake the prescribed atonement. Another
could do so after consulting another knower of Dharma than
himself. 37.

Those who are fit and unfit to perform expiations.

No sin accrues to a child before his sixth year of age. Hence,
there is no need of royal punishment or expiation for him. 38.

For one aged five to ten years, expiation should be undertaken
by his father, elder brother or the preceptor himself. 39.

For a child between his eleventh and 1sixteenth year of age, a
diseased or old man and a woman, the atonement should be half
of that to be made by normal adult male. 40.

Only a man or a woman making atonement for a sin can attain
to a good status in the after-life. One not doing so will go to one
of the hells or to the lower species. 41.

Sin accrues even to those in contact with a person not
undertaking expiation after committing an offence. Therefore all
contact with him should be avoided. 42.
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Like house-holder men and women, recluses too should atone
for their offence appropriately, observing the prescribed vows
strictly. 43.

Means for cherishing affection towards Bhagawan.

All my adherent should avoid getting attached to flimsy joys
of the world and constantly take interest in Lord Krishna, the son
of Vasudeva. 44.

That interest will grow through sixteen ways : (a) faith in him,
(b) desire to understand his greatness, (c) constant observance of
one’s duties and vows, (d) practice of spiritual Yoga, (¢) company
of his devotees, (f) listening to his tales (g,h,1) avoiding company
of those attached to women, wealth and palate, (j) non-violence,
(k) non-censure (of others), (I-m) observance of all yamas and
Niyamas, (n) disinterest in worldly matters, (0) uncomplaining
tolerance of deeds like pleasure and pain (p) recounting his names
and worshipping him.45 - 48.

Only through unswerving devotion towards Lord Hari, a man
can develop total detachment; attain spiritual knowledge and finally
cessation of transmigration. 49.

The Lord can be pleased by no other means except total
devotion. Hence all of you must serve him with dedication free
from any pretence. 50.
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Said Suvrata after all this:-

O King, having thus instructed his adherents about devotion
and religious practice, Muni Narayana, the offspring of Bhakti
felt contented with himself. He then urged the hosts of mendicants
to sing the glories of Lord Vishnu and the public took every word
reverentially. 51.

Thus ends the sixty second chapter entitled, ‘Narration
of depiction of atonement procedures,’ in the third prakaran
of Satsangi Jivan, the life story of Lord Narayan, also titled
as Dharmashastra. (the rules of the code of conduct). 62

CHAPTER - 63

Muktanand Swami sings the Shatpadi. Shree Hari grants
happiness of Samadhi.

Suvrat Munir said:-

There upon muni Muktananda, playing the Veena, sang a song
with six verses in the musical scaled called Gurjari todi, with a
single beat thythm . 1.
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O Lord! My friend! May my mind always rejoice in you, you
are the source of external joy ; remover of hazards of worldly
existence, extremely compassionate shelter for helpless beings,
ocean of numerous good qualities. Your life-story and personality,
known fully to great sages, is very pleasant to listen to and see.
You are honoured by all the gods. 2.

Clad in white robes, with a mild smile on your moon-like
face beautiful with splendid curly hair, you surpass cupid in
handsomeness. 3.

With garlands of varied flowers and large Tilaka on your
spacious forehead, you with wide eyes impart joy to your
devotees, controlling within moments even overpowering
emotions of anger etc. 4.

Wearing plentiful ornament and holding a lotus in your hand,
you are the abode of highest joy, also because you impart good
sense remove the faults and great fears facing your devotees,
extracting for them the essence of Vedas and preventing their sins
to reduce the impact of Kali on them. To remove the troubles of
gods and give them heaps of pleasure, you confuse their foes, -
the demons. 5 - 6.

Being very soft-hearted and compassionate towards dear ones,
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you cause anger to subside and pride to vanish, bestowing joy to all
and hence being revered my worldly men, sages and gods alike. 7.

After these Sanskrit verses, he began to sing God’s glories
through the local tongue with devotion; and other sages adept in
singing joyfully repeated after him, or provided a chorus. 8 - 9.

Mean while, Shri Hari provided them the beat by rhythmic
clapping, and looked around at his devotees with compassionate
glances. 10.

Group Samadhi granted to thousands of male and female
devotees.

As a result thereof, thousands of men and women went into a
trance, viewing him alone in his eternal heavenly, abode, shining
blazing forth like myriads of suns put together. 11.

Some saw him with two arms while others found him with
four or eight arms in diverse divine locations, attended upon by
the opulence of various powers like Anima, Lagima, etc.. 12.

Upon rising from the trance, each one began narrating to him
curious companions whatever his wonderful other worldly
experience had been within the inner space of his heart. 13.

Those few people who earlier had doubts regarding his
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Lordship knew for certain that Shri Hari himself was indeed the
supreme Lord, having experienced that miracle and also heard
about it from the mouths of others. 14.

Evil souls who had come there not to participate but to wean
their relatives away from the Lord, they too immediately became
his adherents, upon visualizing his prowess. 15.

Having thus overjoyed everyone, that Lord of men asked them
all to go home. Then he too retired into his beautiful tent and
relaxed. 16.

Each day he provided such ecstasy to his worshipers coming
there; and spread his fame on earth as the bestower of joy upon
all. 17.

With each day that he stayed on in that city, the love of people
kept on growing. 18.

Also, people from different localities prepared novel dishes
there, that became tastier day by day. So did his sermons become
more and more relishing each day. 19.

Some day, he would spell out the proper duties of women or
of caste and life-stage, laid down by scriptures, to be performed
along with devotion to Krishnas another day, on characteristics
of those possessing knowledge, detachment and devotion; or on
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polity, charity, salvation etc., 20 - 22.

Some day he would explain Pancaratra philosophy or Sankhya
or Yoga or specialties of a perfect Parama hamsa Yogis. 23.

Sometimes he spoke on atonement of sin or of leniencies
allowed in adversity. 24.

Despite having all desires fully gratified, Lord personally
performed all duties typically enjoined for his Brahmin caste,
while playing a human role. So too he observed rules of fasts
vows, as an example for people to learn on days fixed in the
calendar. 25 - 26.

In the beginning of a new year, i.e. the first bright day of Chaitra
month, he organized the worship of Vasudeva in form of Brahma,
the creator. 27.

On the third day of the same month, commencement of the
era etc., He made people to satiate, Brahmins with food and gold,
and cows in the scriptural procedure on the birth anniversary of
Fish-incarnation. Then he took meals at his brother’s place as
usual and prepared to leave for returning to Durgapura. 28 - 29
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Thus ends the sixtythird chapter entitled, ‘Narration of
depiction of acts perform on various days,” in the third
prakaran of Satsangi Jivan, the life story of Lord Narayan,
also titled as Dharmashastra. (the rules of the code of
conduct). 63

CHAPTER - 64

On the request of Narayangiri Bava and devotees, Shree
Hari promises to stay upto Vimala Ekadashi and His own
birthday. Letter from Dadakhachar.

Suvrat Muni told the King :-

In the mean time, a devoted Gosvami named Narayan Giri
came hurriedly from the city and said, O Lord, fulfill my desire
to play your host and of all the saints tomorrow. 1-2.

Being thus entreated, the beloved Lord of devotees said,
be it so! Soon came other citizens too, Jobanpagi, Jushopagi,
Mulaji, Kuber Patel. All four bowed to him salutation. Then
Kuber addressed him thus: 3-4

O Lord, twenty-three days have elapsed since your arrival
this time. The very first day, you fulfilled Jobanpagi’s wish
by accepting his food preparations. Then you blessed people
from other places. 5-6.
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Being your devotees, we too wish to serve you with food.
If you go away without favouring us that way, it will not be
proper on your part. 7.

Moreover, it is our heart’s desire to felicitate you on your
birthday, which is near at hand. So, do please stay on till the
festival of Vimala Ekadashi (the 11th day of this month, eight
more days henceforth . The Lord obliged by accepting even to
this wish of his devotees. 8-9.

So, he stayed on there, accepting invitations from devotees
one by one. But on the ninth day of Chaitra, He fasted and
worshipped Lord Rama at noon. 10.

Knowing that the same was his birthday too, the devotees
came enthusiastically and worshipped him also, with great
love. 11.

They bedecked him with costly new clothes, bejeweled
gold-ornaments, beautiful floral garlands and fragrant sandal-
paste. 12.

They worshipped him with a grand lustration-rite, songs
of praise and salutation. Observing total fast the whole day,
they kept awake all night in his company. 13.

Next morning following his wish, they satiated the saints
and Brahmins with good food and gifts as per their monetary
capacity. 14.
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It was only after feeding several Brahmins that Shri Hari
broke his fast on the tenth day of Chaitra. On the following
day, i.e. Vimala Ekadashi, He organized a grand festival. 15.

Placing a gold-image of the Lord along with Shri Lakshmi
amidst the Sarvato-bhadra Mandala, He worshipped it with
various service-courses on a royal scale. 16.

Later, he installed it in the swing, offered lustration to it
again and rocked it. After a while, he ended the worship,
honoured the Brahmins and observed fast along with the night-
vigil in the company of devotees. 17-18.

On the 12th day, He broke fast following due procedure,
and commanded both the infantry as well as horsemen from
Junagadh and his own retinue to prepare for an early
departure. 19.

From among the saints, He directed some to go to other
areas for instructing the populace there, and some others to
accompany him. 20.

Then he ascended the high gold pedestal for the last time,
accepted worship from devotees and lovingly instructed them
thus. 21.
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Listen you all, men and women, while going to your
respective lands, be very vigilant on the way and keep
remembering Sri Krishna at heart. 22.

After thus advising them all, that ocean of compassion
uttered aloud: glory to Sac-chid-anand, (Alighted from the
pedestal) and mounted his mare. 23.

Wearing many pearl necklaces around his neck, a turban
with strand of flowers tucked in on the head and a white vertical
Tilaka with a red crescent — moon of vermilion below it, the
moon-faced Shri Hari, surrounded by western horsemen with
speedy horses, rode past the crowd of devotees, listening to
song and music by all the people viewing him. 24.

Seeing men and women following him, they tried to stop
them with a sign of his hand, but failed to do so. 25.

Therefore, He made his horse gallop with the touch of his
heel, and swiftly reached very far, beyond the sight of devotees,
all along, leaving behind His horsemen and other retinue. 26.

The people tried to spot him till so far as was possible,
and thereafter, returned to their respective places with tearful
eyes and minds remembering him all along. 27.

Inhabitants of Ayodhya headed by Ram Pratap, riding on
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their chariots and other vehicles, had already gone a head
towards Durgapur as per orders of Shri Hari. 28.

Joining the rear horsemen Hari also proceeded and after a
while, He travelled along with them and reached the region
called Bhala, on the way to Durgapur. 29.

Seeing thousands of people assembled there already,
blocking his way with folded hands, a smile emerged on the
Lord’s face. 30.

After paying respects, they held the reins of his horse more
processed him profusely to visit their respective cities. 31

His fondness for devotees prevented him from disregarding
their requests and going ahead. So he agreed to visit each city
and please all of them. 32.

Somewhere he stayed just half-a-day in a small place and
somewhere one day, somewhere two days or somewhere three
days, at the most, till a month elapsed swiftly like one moment,
in his wish to please his devotees. 33-34.

Mean while, that single month became very difficult to
pass for king Uttam at Junagadh, who stood in wait each day to
welcome Sri Hari. 35.

Thinking He may arrive this morning or this evening,
tomorrow or the day after, that he had to pass one more month
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in anxiety. 36.

At the advent of the third month, the king became extremely
worried and could not bear separation from the Lord for one
more moment. 37.

Having kept awake for several nights without proper food
or drink, his body became feverish with anxiety. So he
engrossed himself in writing to the Lord. Offering his
salutations at the outset, he then wrote as follows: O Lord,
The limit set for your return here has long been surpassed.
38-39.

I am not able to bear your separation any more. Having
retained the life — breath within my body with great difficulty
up to this hour, either you come over there or call me there
wherever you are. 40-41.

Having written a detailed letter of such import, king Uttam
immediately dispatched it with a speedy messenger, who
reached a city called Gumpha the very same day. Luckily he
met Shri Hari there itself and delivered the letter. 42-43.

The merciful Lord read the entire letter carefully, reporting
how unbearable the king’s pangs of separation from himself
had indeed become. 44.
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Therefore, he took leave of everybody in Bhala region that
very day; and starting at night with several horsemen alongside,
he reached Durgapur city around dawn-time; and dispatched a
horse man with this information. 45-46.

The king was sitting on a seat in his court-yard, when he
heard the news of Lord’s arrival. That very moment, he ran bare-
footed to welcome him. He was experiencing the joy of life
having returned to his body. 47.

While he was bowing down, Shri Hari raised and embraced
the king. He was surprised to see his body so very emaciated. 48.

Right away the Lord, surrounded by his retinue, went to
his usual residential abode and encamped there. 49.

King Uttam accompanied him to that place and begged
reverentially of him and his companions, to go and stay at his
own palace. He finally managed to prevail upon the Lord, at
least in this matter. 50.

Finally Muni Suvrat said, O King Pratapsimha, thus was
the detailed depiction, as per your wish, of how the Lord
Swaminarayan alias Shri Hari organized the swing festival and
many other similar festivities in that city called Vrittalaya. 51.

He who reads aloud the depiction of this extremely holy
and grand festival, and he who listens to the same, both shall
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obtain, by the grace of that Lord, all worldly things desired by
them, as also the highest spiritual state of liberation. 52.

Thus ends the sixty fourth chapter entitled, ‘Narration
of return of Lord Shri Hari to Durgapur,’ in the third
prakaran of Satsangi Jivan, the life story of Lord Narayan,
also titled as Dharmashastra. (the rules of the code of
conduct). 64

THUS END THE
THIRD VOLUME



