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ATMANIVEDI BHAKT - KING AMBARISH

The story of King Ambarish
in Bhagavata Purana is very
sacred. He is known as
Atmanivedi bhakt. Atmanivedi
means- those who have entirely
dedicated their lives and souls to
the service of supreme lord.
King Ambarish, one of the great
kings from Surya Vamsh(solar
dynasty). He lives according to
God's wishes and never strays
from the path of devotion. He
was highly educated. He
performs yagnas by inviting
great rishis such as Gautam, Atri,
VishwaMitra, vashisth and many
great sages at the bank of river
Sarasvati. He listens and sings
the glory of the great Lord
Narayan. He had no desire for
heavenly bliss, he simply wished
to serve the Supreme Lord and
his Ekantik bhaktas in any way
possible. He lived renouncing his
kingdom, wealth and family - his
all, in order that his devotion
would stay pure and firm. As a
king he showered happiness on
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- Swami Harivadan Dasji - Bhuj
his subjects, considering them
as his children. He was ruling
over the world as an emperor. He
had many servants, yet served
God himself. He had immense
wealth. He was full of riches. Yet,
considering all those comforts
and luxuries as perishable, he
had attachment only for God
and his devotees. He considered
this world as rubbish. And kept all
his senses only for the darshan of
God. His body was engaged in all
the works related to God and his
mind was engaged only in the
remembrance of God. His hands
were engaged in the service of
temples, and both ears were
engaged in listening to the
stories of God, both eyes were
always doing darshan of God, His
words were always describing
the qualities of God. Worldly
experiences are dreams. Nothing
is permanent. 3facadags
BIbIAA U 8foied A (Gita
9:33) The world is temporary,
sorrowful and painful, one should




dedicate themselves to the
service of the Supreme Lord to
achieve eternal happiness.
Shree Hari also remembers him
in shikshapatri (shlok 55)- Even
those of my devotees who are
atmanivedi like King Ambarish
should perform all the morning
rituals and do mansi pooja.
He was also known for his
unwavering faith and piety, and
his story highlights the
importance of devotion and
divine protection. One of the
most well-known narratives
involves King Ambarish and the
sage Durvasa. Sage
Durvasa, known for his powerful
anger and curses, once Vvisited
Ambarisha's palace for a meal
on Dwadashi. Before the meal he
went to bathe in the river with his
disciples. However, it took a long
time to get to the palace. On the
suggestion of Kul guru (other
sages), King Ambarish drank
water with tulsi as a ritual before
the arrival of sage durvasa.
When he learned about this act,
he got angry and released kritya
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from his hair and tried to kill King
Ambarish. King Ambarish,
despite being attacked by kritya,
stood still and calm, and prayed
to the Lord. Lord Narayan sent
Sudarshan Chakra for protection
of Ambarish. Sudarshan Chakra
killed kritya and chased after
durvasa. He went to Indra,
Brahma, and Shiv for help. They
said, “we cannot stop Sudarshan
Chakra.” He came to Lord
Narayan for help but, the lord
said, “it will follow the order of
Ambarish.” Durvasa finally
realized the greatness of
Ambarisha's devotion and asked
for forgiveness. Ambarisha in his
kindness forgave the sage, thus
saving him from the wrath of the
Chakra. Durvasa then realized
the importance of devotion and
the love of the Lord for his
devotees. We should follow
the example set by King
Ambarish. This is the purest form
of Bhakti Yog, that pleased the
Lord and he earned his place in
the heart of Supreme Lord Shri
Hari Narayan.
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